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ittle pamphlets and scraps the whole 
sensus and all the statistical information which 
nag been obtained; and then when the time shall 
yo e to publish the complete census, the House 
oi find that they are republishing what has 
already been printed and circulated. 13 

* Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. With the gen- 
eman’s permission, I desire to make a single re- 
mark here. The abstract of the census published 
est year was on & single sheet, and cost just one 
~eptacopy. In that form it has been scattered 
ail over the Union, and in all probability has been 
jestroyed by this time. If it is embodied in this 
year’s report, and sent to the country in a bound 
form, it will be more lasting, and will of course be 


. ’ ? 
published in | 


preserved. 2o : 

Mr.GORMAN. The different interests of the 
country desire different kinds of statistical inform- 
ation. The great commercial interests desire sta- 
tistics in regard to commerce and navigation ; the 
agricultural interests desire statistics with regard 
to agricultural products, and so on. Now, if you 
pursue this course of publishing the information 
by scraps, when the time comes to publish the 
whole in one general volume, you will be pointed 
to the fact that one part of the information has 
been published in this volume, and one part of it 
in that volume, and to the amount of expenditure 
that has been already incurred. 

Mr. STEPHENS. The gentleman will recollect 
that my objection last year to publishing the ab- 
stract, was the very one which he urges now. I 
stated to the House then, that if the returns were 
published in scraps, we should have no compen- 
dium in which all the statistics could be referred to 
atonce. That was my objection. The gentleman 
speaks of those valuable papers published last year. 
Why, the whole one hundred thousand cost only 
$1,000, and they ate most valuable. It is in order 
to have those tables in a permanent form, that we 
wish to reprint them, and put-them in this small 
volume, which will be a full compendium of the 
census. 

Mr. GORMAN. It was not the Committee on 
Printing who proposed to publish these statistics 
inscraps. A gentleman from Pennsylvania, during 
the last session, introduced a resolution to print 
one hundred thousand copies of the abstract, and 
this session, the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. 
Meacuam] introduced a resolution to print one 
hundred thousand copies of the report that accom- 
panied the President’s message. 

The Committee on Printing had the subject un- 
der consideration, and have reported the resolution 
back without any recommendation. The com- 
mittee did not concurinit. Forone, I do not ap- 
prove of it. The committee ascertained that it 
would cost five cents and six mills a copy, or $5,604 
for one hundred thousand copies. They reported 
that fact to the House, and the House ordered the 
printing. The committee did not order it. It was 
not their doing. 

I cannot see why the gentleman from Georgia, 
or some gentleman interested in the agricultural 
statistics, should not at once make a move for the 
publication of our national census. It is high time 
if you expect, during this year, to have the census 
of the United States, as it has been taken under 
the order of this Government, published, to have 
some move made in regard to it. It is time that 
the House of Representatives should begin to act 
upon that subject. 

A Memser. Why do you not make the move 
yourself? 

Mr.GORMAN,. The gentleman asks why I 
do not make a move myself? That is a pertinent 
and proper question. The Committee on Printing 
cannot move in this matter, because nothing has 
been referred to it upon which to act. There is a 
resolution under consideration by that committee, 
introduced by myself during the Thirty-first Con- 
gress, relative to the mode and manner of printing 
the census. That resolution will come up in due 
ume for consideration, and when it does come up 
the House will act upon it. But if we wait until 
we reach it upon the calendar, there will be no ac- 
“on upon it during the present Congress. These 
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statistics were taken by order of Congress, and if 
we intend to publish them at all, it is time that the 
House of Representatives should make some move 
towards publishing the whole work. 

Mr. WASHBURN. The House, as I under- 
stand the subject, authorized the printing of one 
hundred thousand copies of the report of the Su- 
perintendent of the Census, made recently to the 
Secretary of the Interior. The book, as stated 
by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Sray- 
TON,] will comprise about one hundred and twen- 
ty-five pages. It will make quite a book, and 
very much of its value for preservation will de- 
pend upon its being bound. I think, therefore, 
that the recommendation of the gentleman from 
Kentucky should be sustained by the House, and 
that this book should be bound. And if it is to be 
bound, I think the abstract which was published 
last year, might also very well be included with it. 
It will make some fifteen or twenty pages only, 
not more than two forms; and I presume will not 
increase the cost of the book to any cons/derable 
amount. That is a valuable little document. I 
imagine there was no single act of the last Con- 
gress which was more generally approved by the 
people than the ordering the one hundred thou- 
sand copies of this abstract. I had more in- 
quiries for it than for anything else. It was in 
demand by the people generally. But as suggested 
by the gentleman from Kentucky, it has, most 
likely, been destroyed. There are but few copies 
now in existence, [t is a document which is very 
convenient and necessary for reference. If we 
will therefore adopt the suggestion of the gentle- 
man from Georgia, [Mr. Sreruens,} and include 
this abstract in this book, it will be what is re- 
quired. If this book, which will then comprise 
nearly all the most valuable information in the 
census statistics, be published, we shall not then 
need to publish a very large number of the report 
in extenso—not more than fifteen or twenty thou- 
sand, or fifty thousand at the outside. It cannot 
go into general circulation; and it seems to me it 
would be very well if we can have a book of this 
sort containing all the most valuable information 
in the report. 

Mr. LETCHER. [If it is in order, I move to 
lay the whole subject on the table. 

Several Memsers. Oh, no. 

Mr. LETCHER. Very well; then I will move 
the previous question upon the adoption of the 
resolution. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I ask the gen- 
tleman to withdraw that motion until I can sub- 
mit my amendment in a modified form. 

Mr. LETCHER. I will withdraw it for that 
purpose. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I will then modify it so as 
to test the sense of the House and bring them to 
a direct vote upon incorporating the tables pub- 
lished last year into this small volume. I call the 
previous question. 

Mr. STUART. Before the gentleman calls the 
previous question, I desire to make a suggestion. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I will hear the gentleman’s 
suggestion. 

Mr. STUART. The suggestion I make is this: 
It is competent now for the House so to amend the 
instructions to this committee as that they shall 
take into consideration the propriety of having the 
returns of the census of 1850 printed. Let that 
matter go to the committee along with these in- 
structions, 

Mr. STEPHENS. The gentleman will see that 
my amendment does not contemplate a further 
reference. It reads: 

‘© And that the said committee cause to be published by 
the public printer, and bound with the said report, one hun 
dred thousand copies of the abstractof the census reported 
. to the House at the last session.” 

Now, to accomplish the object of the gentleman 
from Michigan, {Mr. Srvarr,] I will add— 

“ind be it further resolved, That the Committee on the 
Public Printing be directed to inquire into the expediency 
of publishing the census, and upon what plan. 

Mr. STUART. That will accomplish my ob- 
ject. 


New Senies..,.No. 18. 
ee 

Mr. STEPHENS. 
question. 

The SPEAKER. Is the motion of the gen- 
tleman to recommit the bill with instructions? 

Mr. STEPHENS. No, sir. My motion pro- 
vides that the Committee on Printing shall cause 
this abstract to be printed with the report now 
the House, and then to instruct them to in- 
quire into the expediency of printing the entire 
census, and into the plan. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is it in order at this time to 
introduce these amendments, and attach them to 
the resolution reported by the Commitsee on Print 
ing, which ts for the positive action of the House ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has stated that it 
was competent for the He use, by unanimous con- 
sent, and by unanimous consent only, to entertain 
these several propositions. 

Mr. HOUSTON. | object, 

Mr. ORR. I hope thegentleman from Georgia 
will adhere to his original proposition to refer the 
subject back to the Committee on Printing with 
instructions. I think, myself, that it is time a 
complete report of the ‘census should be printed; 
and that may supersede the necessity of the print 
ing comtemplated in this resolution, 

Mr. STEPHENS. I gave the House my rea 
son for thinking that was not the best course. That 
committee may report back a plan for printing the 
general census, which may not so readily meet the 
approbation of the House. 
this abstract should be 
report be printed. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Is it intended 


that these instructions proposed by the gentleman 


I now call for the previeus 


be fore 


| therefore prefer that 


, ,} 
incorporated, and let this 


from Georgia, shall go to the members of the Com 
mittee on Printing belonging 
the whole commuttee ? to melt 
gro to the Joint Committee on Printing. 

Mr. GAYLORD. The law reeulates that. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I think it is better that my 
amendment shall remain as originally offered. | 
now offer it in that form,and call the previous 
question. 

Mr. STUART. I hope the gentleman will in 
clude the subject of printing the entire census 
We shall never get an opportunity to get in such 
a resolution. We can only offer it when some 
report of the committee is before the House. 

Mr. STEPHENS. That can be done at any 
time by referring a petition upon the subject to 
that committee under the rule. | 
call for the previous question 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be put. 

The amendment was then agreed to, and the res 
olution as amended adopted, as follows: 


to this He use, or to 


lt seems should 


nsist upon my 


Resolved, That the copies of the report of the Superin 
tendent of the Census, of December 1, 1852, ordered by the 
House to be printed. be bound by the House contractor 
under the direction of the House members of the Joint 
Committee on Printing ; and that the said committee cause 
to be published by the public printer, and bound with said 
report, one hundred thousand copies of the abstract of the 
census reported to the House at the last session. 

FRAUDS UPON THE TREASURY. 

Mr. KING, of New York 
lar order of business. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The first business in orde: 
is the motion to recommit the bill to prevent fi 
upon the ‘Treasury. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, who was enti- 
tled to the floor, addressed the House an hour 
upon the subject of Mr. Corwin’s connection with 
the Gardiner claim. [le maintained that, as the 
said claim has proved to be a fraud upon the 
Treasury, committed through forgery and per- 
jur’7,it was the duty of Mr. Corwin and the othe 
recipients of the proceeds of the fraud, upon the 
principle of sound morals, to refund the money 
{This speech, withheld for revision, will be pub 
lished in the Appendix. |] 

[A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mittarp P. Fitimore, his 
Private Secretary, notifying the House that he did 
on the 7th instant, approve and sign bills of the 
following titles: 

H. R. No. 255. 


1 call for the reg 


suds 


An act m iking further appro- 
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priations for the construction of military roads in 
Oregon Territory. : 

H. R. No. 260. An act to amend an act enti- 
tled ** An act to establish the territorial govern- 
ment of Oregon,” approved August 14, 1548. 

H. R. No. 137. Anact for the relief of Osborn 
Cross, of the United States Army. 

H. R. No. 331. An act granting to the Sack- 
ett’s Harborand Ellisburg Railroad Company the 
right of way through the military reservation at 
Sackett’s Harbor, New York. 

H. R. No. 120. An act authorizing certain 
soldiers of the late war with Great Britain to sur- 
render the bounty lands drawn by them and to 
locate others in lieu thereof. } 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, next obtained 
the floor. 

Mr. ORR. Will the gentleman from Georgia 
give way for a motion to go into committee? 

Mr. STEPHENS. I will do so. 

Mr. KING, of New York. Oh, no. I hope 
the gentleman will allow this bill to be disposed of 
to-day. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I would prefer that the 
debate should be postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr.ORR. Then I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The question was put upon Mr. Orr’s motion, 
and it was agreed to. 

SUPPRESSION OF SMALL NOTES. 

The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Brown, of 
Mississippi, in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of the special order, being House bill 
No. 341, ‘*to suppress the cireulation of small 
notes as a currency in the District of Columbia.” 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the pending 
question was on the amendment to the amend- 
ment which was offered by Mr. Freeman yes- 
terday, and that the gentleman from Mississippi 
{[Mr. Freeman] was entitled to the floor. The 
amendment to the amendment is as follows: 


Strike out all after the first enacting clause and insert in 
lieu thereof the following : 


** That from and after the passage of this act, it shall not be 
lawful to make, emit, or utter, within the District of Colum 
bia, any species of currency or money whatever, excepithe 
constitutional coins of the United States; and that for all 
offenses against this act, the parties committing the same, 
shall be liable to indictment by the grand jury of the Dis 


trict of Columbia for a high crime, and on conviction shall | 


be fined in a sum not less than $500, and be imprisoned in 


the penitentiary for a term of not less than six months nor | 


more than five years.’’ 


Mr. FREEMAN. Mr. Chairman, it has been | 


suggested to me that my amendment would en- 
tirely prevent the circulation of bank notes of the 
surrounding States within the District, and per- 
haps that would be the rigid interpretation of the 
amendment. 
this way: 

Provided, That this act shall not be so construed as to 
probibit the ordinary cireulation within this District of bank 
notes above the denomination of ten dollars, issued by the 
legally-authorized banking institutions within the several 
States of this Union, and brought here in the ordinary course 
of trade. 

Src. 2. It shall be the duty of all public officers in the 
District of Columbia, to give information to the justices of 
the peace and judges of the District of Columbia of every 
breach of this law that may come to their knowledge ; and 
said judges and justices shall have power, as at common 
law, to arrest and bind over all such offenders, as in other 
cases of crime or misdemeanor. It shall also be the duty 
of the judges of said District to give this act in charge to 
the grand juries of the District. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to in- 
quire whether the gentleman from Mississippi de- 
signs to offer his amendment as an amendment to 
the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
CarrTrer? : 

Mr. FREEMAN. I simply propose this as an 
addition to the amendment I offered yesterday, as 
a substitute for the whole bill. 

Mr. SACKETT. I desire to offer an amend- 
ment to the original bill before the substitute is 
offered. 

Mr. HOUSTON. You can offer your amend- 
ment before the vote is taken upon the substitute, 
at any time. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is competent for the 
gentleman from Sener. {[Mr. Freeman,] to 
offer a substitute now if he desires, but the vote 
cannot be taken on it until the original bill has 
been perfected by such amendments as may be 


made, 


I propose, therefore, to modify it in | 


THE CONGR! 





Mr. FREEMAN, The Chair and the commit- I pty the ordinary trade of the éomtbunit 


tee will remember that on yesterday I moved to 
strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert 
in lieu thereof the following: 


** That from and after the passage of this act, it shall not | 


be lawfal to make, emit, or utter, within the District of Co- 
luqbia, any species of currency or money whatever, except 
the constitutional coins of the United States; and that for 
all offenses against this act, the parties committing the 
same, shall be trable to indictment by the grand jury of the 
District of Columbia for a high crime, and on conviction 
shall be fined in a sum not less than $500, and be impris- 


oned in the penitentiary for a term of not less than six | 


months nor more than five years.” 


As a substitute for the whole bill, I have this 
morning proposed a modification, in order to meet 
the objections made in certain quarters of the 
House. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then the Chair under- 
stands the gentleman to withdraw his amendment, 
and to propose another. 

Mr. FREEMAN. No,sir. I propose to add 
this to my amendment of yesterday. 

In my remarks on yesterday, I called the atten- 
tion of the House to the fact, that we had, as | 
thought, no power in the Constitution to charter 
banks, or to authorize the issue of any paper cur- 
rency whatever; and that it was our bounden duty 


to suppress such a currency within the limits of | 


the District of Columbia. It is true, we have it 
not in our power to prevent the States of Mary- 
jand, Virginia, and the other States of the Union 
surrounding this District, from issuing bank notes 
for circulation within their respective limits, but 
we know very well that in the ordinary course of 
trade, the members of Congress, and every other 
person passing through this District, or coming 
here from the different States, will bring with them 
the currency of the different States through which 


they have passed, and will desire to dispose of it | 


for the sake of convenience. My amendment, as 
modified, will not prohibit the use of paper money 
issued in the adjoining States, brought here in this 


way, but it will be observed, that it will prohibit | 


its use in any other way. This amendment will 
prevent the banks in the different States adjoining 
the District from coming here to circulate their 
paper. [ beg to call the attention of the commit- 
tee to the verbiage of the amendment: 


** Provided, That this act shall not be so construed as to | 


prohibit the ordinary circulation, in this District, of bank 
notes above the denomination of ten dollars, issued by the 


legally-authorized banking institutions within the several | 


States of this Union, and brought here in the regular course 
of trade.”’ 

It will be seen that bank notes issued in the 
various States of this Union may be used here in 
the ordinary transactions, or in the ordinary course 
of trade, but it would prevent those banking insti- 
tutions from establishing their agencies within 
the District, and it would prevent the banks in 
the various parts of the Union from coming here 
to exchange that paper for the gold and silver 
daily issuing from the Treasury of the United 
States, by paying a percentage for the exchange 


of paper for gold and silver. ‘This is the object of | 


| the amendment. 


Then, sir, it is provided in the second para- 
graph of the amendment, that the justices of the 


| peace shall have the power, as they have under 


| ones are untouched. 


; 
“ 


the common law for any other offense, to arrest 


any individual who shall be charged with the 
| violation of this law, and he shall be tried at the 
| next term of the District court. 


have a full provision made for preventing the nui- 
sance of a paper currency within this District, and 


by this means we rid the House of Representa- 
_ tives and the Congress of the United States from |) 
any responsibility whatever for any other circu- |, 





Here, then, we 
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| that the expenses of the officers aboxt dart 
| ernment alone amount to upwards of $2,000 oan 

a year; and that for a population of about oy 
three thousand inhabitants. Sir, there is aoe: 
| ulation of this number upon the face of the EP 

which has $2,000,000 per annum of gold aie 
ver currency devoted to their particular heii 
Yet it is gravely argued here that this amount d = 
bursed is insufficient to afford a circulating medi “ 
in ordinary business transactions. Why, there = 
|, no immense mercantile establishments havea 
| houses importing largely from foreign countries. 

and no vast amount of gold and silver is required 
for the use of the domestic trade. There jg > 
large commerce either with this or any shen 
country requiring a larger circulating medium than 
is furnished ty the daily issues from the Treasy; 
| Now, | should like to have some advocate foy iu 

paper system show some good, some valid reason 
why Congress should travel out of the ordinary 
line of its duties, and stretch its constitutional 
power to create a paper currency for the District 
Why, sir, we are within two hours’ ride of the 
banks of Baltimore, and within three hours’ ride 
of the banks at Richmond, and if there isa wan: 
of a larger circulating medium, the banks of these 
| cities would furnish a much better and safer eyy. 
rency than any that will be produced here. 

Mr. AVERETT. Will the gentleman alloy 
me to interrupt him one moment? 

Mr. FREEMAN. Certainly. 


Mr. AVERETT. The gentleman seems tp 
assume a position in regard to the friends of this 
bill which is not warranted by the facts of the 
| case. We arenot the defenders of any paper cur. 

rency here; far from it. This bill establishes no 
paper circulation. Congress has refused to ineor- 
| porate any banks in the District, and the eXisting 
laws of the land forbid the circulation of any notes 
within the District of a less denomination than 
five dollars. But in contempt of the law-making 
|, power, that sort of issue is going on here daily, 
|| and the penalties annexed to the present laws are 
| found insufficient to prevent thege violations and 
to protect the community from these swindling 
| operations. The object of this bill is to add to 
those penalties and make them effective. It does 
|| not sanction a paper currency. It does not legal- 
|| ize it, and I hope gentlemen will not hold the com- 
mittee which reported this bill responsible for any 
|| of its evils. I,asa member of that committee, 
|| concur with the gentleman from Mississippi in his 
| views relative to a paper currency. I will not 
countenance any attempt to set up any paper sys- 
, tem here or elsewhere. Mississippi has felt the 
| evils of the system, and sees the necessity of a re- 
| form. I recollect an anecdote, which I presume 
| every one present has heard, and which I presume 
may be true, of two highwaymen attacking a trav- 
eler in Mississippi, one with a daggerand the other 
| with a pistol, anit echanilleny his money. He sur- 
rendered, and gave up his purse. They searched 
‘| and separated out the North Carolina, the Vir- 
ginia, the South Carolina notes, and those of the 
other States neighboring, but handed him back 
| the Mississippi bank notes, and made him a pres- 
'| ent of them, saying that they were unfit to steal. 
| [Much ee I hope my friend from Missis- 
sippi feels as I do upon this subject. I will go 
with him any length to bring down this swindling 
system. Let us take this step now, and hereafier 
I will go as far as he who goes furthest to break 
|| up entirely the whole paper currency system car- 
| ried on in this District. 


Mr. FREEMAN. Very likely the gentleman 








lating medium within the District than the gold | has heard that story, and has heard similar ones 


and silver coin of the land. 


|| of all the banking institutions in the country. But 


Mr. Chairman, it has been my experience, and || L will ask him if the banks of Virginia did not at 
I doubt not it has been the experience of every | the same time aaa, ae payment, and was 
‘lawyer who has had anything to do with the ex- | her currency then fit to steal? 


ecution of the criminal law in the several States of | Mr. AVERETT. 


I will answer the gentleman. 
I never defended any banking system in my life. 














































































































the Union, that when the Legislature attempts to | iny | id 
be very specific in detail, as this bill does, with | I have always maintained that the banks re 
regard to the great variety of matters, you incum- || all be held, as individuals are held, to-all a, 4 
ber the ends of justice. Now, here is a long bill, ; gations, and that alone should justify aad 
the object of which is not to cure the evil entirely, || ance by law. But if the banks in Virginia are 
but merely to suppress small évils while larger || one time suspend payment, they only follow ; 
I undertook yesterday to || example of Mississippi, without having gone que 
show that there was no necessity for paper money | so far in their excess or lawlessness. 

here at all, so far as the inhabitants of the District || Mr. FREEMAN. Then did the courts of law 
wereconcerned. The daily issues from the Treas- || and the officers in Virginia, like those in Missis- 
ury of the United States alone are sufficient to sup- || sippi, turn round and place the heads of those 
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ing institutions upon the judicial guillotine as 


—_ State of Mississippi? Did they do it? 
Ui 


Mr. AVERETT. They did not. — or 

Mr. FREEMAN. They did not do it! Then 
oo home and vindicate your honor, and not laugh 
at Mississippi until you have done so. — 

‘Mr. AVERETT. I have been doing so for 
nearly a quarter of a century. 

Mr. FREEMAN. The gentleman had better 
preach morals to Virginia than to get up here and 
aitempt to throw odium on Mississippi. 

Mr. AVERETT. Such was not my purpose. 
J ask leave of my friend to correct him. It was 
my design, by any means, to throw odium 
ypon his State. I glory in the fact that she has 
crushed that system, and I would like every State 
in the Union to follow her example. She has done 
nobly. She has reformed; and I wish to God 
every other State would go as far as she has done. 
I glory in the reform she has accomplished. I 
glory in it, because it proves” the necessity of 
standing up unflinchingly against a swindling 
paper currency, and especially one that is perpe- 
trated notwithstanding the positive prohibitions of 


not 


ws FREEMAN. The gentleman’s explana- 
tion is satisfactory; but I hope he will not repeat 
his stealing story again until Virginia has followed 
the example of Mississippi in the banishment of 
the banking system. 

I have little more to say to my friend from Vir- 
ginia. He says this bill of his does not recog- 
nize the existence of nofes above ten dollars. 
Now, he admits that these little notes are a very 
great source of grievance, and will go any length 
to break up the system of issuing them, but as 
soon as they grow up to five or ten dollars, they 
are a very convenient thing, and are not to be in- 
terfered with. The gentleman must see that the 
same authority that issues the one, two, three, or 


four dollar notes, also issues the ten, twenty, fifty, | 


or hundred dollar notes! The great objection to 


this bill is, that it allows a great nuisance to per- | 


vade this District with impunity, while for the 
lesser nuisance, it— 
“Puts in every honest hand a whip, 
To Jash the rascals naked through the world.’? 

[A message was here received from the Senate 
by the hands of Aspury Dickins, its Secretary, 
announcing the passage by that body of sundry 
bills. } 

Mr. FREEMAN, (resuming.) It is not my 
intention—and I hope the members of the com- 
mittee will not so regard my remarks—to complain 
of the course they have seen fit to pursue. It was 
explained on yesterday, that petitions, simply to 
get rid of the grievance of small notes, had been 
referred to that committee. I propose, that while 
we are getting rid of little grievances, we also take 
in hand great grievances. Wecan spend our time 
very profitably in getting rid of the whole, so far 
as Congress is concerned. 

The objection which the gentleman makes to 
my amendment, if he makes any, is one which 
cannot bear the scrutiny of investigation at all. 

Having disposed of all the points in controversy, 
having shown that a paper currency is not essen- 
tial to the wants of the District of Columbia, hav- 
ing shown that a gold and silver currency is all- 
sufficient for the purposes of the people of the Dis- 
trict and that petitions against small notes have 
already been sent to this committee, what is there 
left of the case? I ask every thinking man in the 
House, what there is left for Congress todo? Will 
= countenance the existence of paper currency 
y voluntary associations here, which may break 
on any day, and thereby swindle the community. 

What was the excuse for insolvency in the case 
of ‘Mr. Gallaher, who had a large establishment 
under the name of the Bank of the Union ?—a great 
name that, Mr. Chairman, and it gave his notes 
currency and credit. When [ saw in his publica- 
ton the explanation that his bank had broken in 
consequence of ** cireumstances over which he had no 
control,’ | suppose that he meant to say that pov- 
any, and a want of specie in his vault, were the 

circumstances over which I had no control’’— 
that he never had specie enough to meet the bills 
he had issued under the style of the “‘ Bank of the 


T ” : 
/nion.”” Such were the circumstances not under 
his control. 


Well, sir, 


_W what else did he say in his publica- 
tion ? 


He said that when the State of Maryland 
passed a law prohibiting the issue of small notes, 


if 
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he broke. What does it prove? It shows that 
these petty-larceny banks have no specie basis of 
their own, and when the small notes of their co-la- 
borers are withdrawn, they also ‘‘ step out of the 
city for a few days,’’ and finally pay a few cents 
on the dollar, to show their honesty. They make 
these shinplaster notes payable in the small notes 
of another bank. So it goes on upon the princi- 
ple of ** you tickle me and L’ll tickle you.”’ 

Now, sir, a word in regard to the probable exe- 
cution of this law. The bill reported by the com- 
mittee is, I think, too long, and undertakes to be 
too specific. I have never seen a lengthy crim- 
inal statute drawn, which an ingenious lswvyer 
would not pick to pieces. I will not undertake, 
here in my place, to pick this bill to pieces, but I 
simply call attention to the fact, that a long law, 
one that undertakes to specify a great many 
things, is almost always imperfect and inettect- 


ual, and hard to carry into execution in a court of 


justice. There is no difficulty about the subject- 
matter. We all want to put an end to this evil, 
and the way to do it is to say, in the plainest 
words in the English language, that paper money 
shall not be issued within this District. 

I have already said that in my amendment, it is 
provided, as far as it can be, that the circulation 
of the different States of the Union shall not be 
current here in less denominations than ten dollars. 
That is a sufficient accommodation for the commer- 
cial community. 


I have not heard a single reason urged in behalf 


of this bill, that is not a better argument in favor 
of the amendment, than it is in favor of the ori- 
ginal bill. I have noparticular attachment to this 
amendment. My object is to cure the evil. 

And now [ ask the honorable chairman of the 
committee, if this amendment will not more cer- 
tainly and effectually cure the evil and rid Con- 
gress of the responsibility of the paper circulation 
in this District, than the bill which he proposes? 

Mr. FICKLIN. If my friend desires an an- 
swer, | will say that in regard to his amendment I 
have heard it read, and | am of the opinion that 
it will not rid the District of this evil so well as 
the original bill. In the greater portion of the 
States of the Union the circulation of small notes 
is tolerated; and I think it is impossible to pass a 
bill in this House which will exclude all paper 
under the denomination of ten dollars. I do not 
believe it can be done. I think it is impracticable. 
I believe we can gain more by passing the present 
bill excluding paper under five dollars, and then 
strike at other reforms hereafter if we find that we 
can accomplish them, than we can by attempting 
to prohibit the circulation of all under the denom- 
ination of ten dollars. 

Mr. FREEMAN. Will the gentleman state 
the practical difference between excluding five 
dollar bills and excluding ten dollar bills under the 
operation of the law. 

Mr. FICKLIN. I will state to the honorable 
member from Mississippi that a difference has been 
made in this District for a number of years past. 
As I understand it there is no law in this Disirict 
prohibiting the circulation of bills of five dollars 
and upwards. There is a law prohibiting the cir- 
culation of bills of less denomination than five 
dollars, and to do so is made an indictable ofiens 
The legislation of Congress for years past has 
made a distinction between bills under the denom- 
ination of five dollars and bills over that amount. 

The State of Maryland, neighbor to this Dis- 
trict, has passed a law recently, one part of which 
went into operation last October, and another part 
will go into force in March next. That branch 
which went into effect in October related to bills 
issued without the limitsof the State, and excluded 
such small bills from circulation in Maryland. 
That portion which goes into operation in March 
next relates to the banking institutions of the 
State, and prohibits the issue by them, and the 
circulation of bills of less denomination than five 
dollars. 

Virginia also, I understand, makes a distinction 
between what is called a shinplaster currency, and 
bills of five dollars and upwards. 

I undertake to say to my friend from Missis- 
sippi, that there are not five States in this Union 
that exclude the circulation of paper under ten dol- 
lars, or even under five dollars. 1! hold it is im- 
possible for us to pass an effective bill through 
Congress, which shall exclude paper of thatde- 
nomination; but J believe we can pass a bill which 
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shall exclude this shinplaster paper under five dol- 
lars, and one that will be the 
evil. If westrike for more than that now we shall 
do noth ne. 


Mr. FREEMAN. 


elfective, and cure 


The gentleman has not an- 
swered my question. He says: there is a law in 
the District making it a criminal offense to 
bills under the denomination of five dollars, which 
is disregarded. That proves that this bill cannot 
Now, he preposes to renew the same 
law, prohibiting the issue of bills under five dollars. 

Mr. FICKLIN. My friend is mistaken, if he 
calls this a proposition for renewing the same law. 

Mr. FREEMAN. law, with the 


| P . ; 
addition of some more specie and stringent rules 


issue 


be enforced. 


The same 


for its execution, and the same rules that will pro- 
hibit leas tl an five, will prohibit less than ten, and 
all above i 
Mr. FICKLIN. 
which, in my jud 


can be no mistake,—wil 


ten dollars. 

I propose certain provisions 
rment,—and about which there 
| fullyand abundantly ex- 
clude the circulation of every description of paper 
under five dollars, s into effect. 

Mr. FREEMAN. The gentleman still at 
fault, and fails to show how it is more difficult to 
suppress tens than fives. I do not question the 
rentleman’s intention, or the intention of the com 
mittee. They admit that the smal! notes are an 
evil. I think large notes are a creater evil. 

Now, I will call the attention of the eentleman 


if this 


act oe 


18 


to some criticisms which may be made upon this 
bill. 

Mr. MILLSON, (interruptine.) I desire to 
call the attention of my friend from Mississippi, 
(Mr. Freeman.) to the phraseology emploved by 
him in his praposed substitute. It 1s where he de- 
clares that **it shall not be lawful to make, emit 


» OFT 
utter, within the District of Columbia, any species 
of currency or moneyv WwW hatever, exce nt tne con- 
stitutional coins of the United States.’’ Does he, 
in making that excention, intend to make it law- 
ful for any person within the District of Colum- 
bia, to make the constitutional coins of the United 
States? Does he intend to authorize the comnimne of 
money by individuals within the District? A 
I would ask him if he considers the British euinea 
a constitutional coin of the United States? and if 


he does not, is a man to be subject to confinement 


rain; 


in the penitentiary for circulatine or passing & 


3ritish guinea, or any*other foreign coin within 


| the District of Columbia? 


Mr. FREEMAN. The question put by the 
gentleman has evidently been deliberately consid- 
\ Does 
the gentleman suppose that an amendment of this 
kind would alt the the United 
States? Does not the amendment say * the con- 
stitutional coins of the United States??? And yet 
the gentleman wants to know if I propose to do 
that which is unconstitutional. The gentleman in 
quires if | propose to permit anybody in the United 
States, to make and emit the coins of the United 
States, or of Great Britain? Need I say to the 
gentleman that the of the United 
States does not allow any such thing, and that my 


amendment forbids it. 


Mr. MILLSON. 
man 
meaning. 
‘*no person, after the passage of this act, shall be 
at liberty to make or utter any species of currency 
within the Dist: ict of Columbia, except the consti- 
tutional coins of the United States.’’ That word 
‘¢make’’ seemed to imply an authority to make 
the constitutional coins of the United States; and 
inasmuch as it is declared, that it shall not be law- 
ful to utter within the District of Columbia any 
but the constitutional coins of the United States, I 
merely drew his attention tothe fact that there are 
many foreign coins, 
which are legalized by acts of Congress, and whose 
specific value are given by those acts, and which 
certainly he did not intend to prevent the circula- 
tion of. 

Mr. FREEMAN. If foreign coins are legeal- 
ized by acts of Congress, they become ** constitu- 
tional coins,”’ because Congress is authorized by 
the Constitution to fix the value of foreign coins 
and when thus fixed they become “ constitutiona 
coins.”’ If the gentleman from Virginia {Mr. 
Mixzsown!] did not meditate upon his question, then 
it sprung from his brain Jike Minerva from the 
brain of Jupiter, full grown, and I conzratulate 
him upon his offspring. There is no difficulty, in 


ered, and brought forth in all its maturity. 


er Constitution of 


Constitution 


I apprehend that the gcentle- 
from Mississippi does not comprehend my 
The laneuage of the substitute is, that 


coins, not constitutional 


’ 
! 
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that point of view, so far as foreign coins are con- 
cerned. I presume the gentleman does not mean 
to contend, for I might anake that presumption 
prima facie from his remat ks, that any person has 
the right to make foreign coins in the District of 
Columbia. But I was attempting to reply to the 
remarks of the chairman of the committee who 
reported this bill. I have no doubt the bill is well 
intentioned, and well drawn for specific purposes, 
but my objection is, that it will not cure the whole 
evil. Now, take this paragraph: 

“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa 
tives of the United Statesof America in Congress assem- 
bled, Thatif any person, or any association, partnership, 
or company of individuals, or any body-politic or corporate 
within the District of Columbia, shall, from and after the 
passage of this act, make, emit, issue, or utter any bill of 
credit, bank note, promissory note, bill of exchange, order, 
ticket, or any other instrument of writing, in a less amount, 
or of a less denomination than five dollars.’? 

Is it intended to prevent individual merchants 
from drawing ‘* bills of exchange’? upon foreign 
merchants in different States of this Union, or in 
foreign countries? 

Mr. FICKLIN. If my friend from Mississip- 

i will permit me to suggest, that if he will reada 
fittle further in that bill he will find that his eriti- 
cism has no foundation. He will find that this 
paper, if drawn, must not be drawn to be used as 
a common circulating medium. Every section 
which touches the question strikes at paper as a 
circulating medium. 

Mr. FREEMAN. Bills of exchange are not 

enerally used as a circulating medium. I never 

eard of their being so used but in one instance, 
and that occurred in Mississippi, where a good 
many original things happen. We prohibited 
banks from issuing bills under the denomination 
of fivedollars. The Commercial Bank of Natchez 
turned around and drew a quantity of bills of ex- 
change upon thecity of New Orleans for five dol- 
lars each, amounting in all to half a million of 
dollars, which they sent out as a circulating me- 
dium. 

Mr. FICKLIN. 
ble? 

Mr. FREEMAN. It suspended payment, and 
being brought before the courts of that State, it 
was, for that offense, deprived of its charter. 

Mr. FICKLIN. My friend will see that his 
remarks support the position I took. If these 
bills of exchange are used fraudulently as a cirecu- 


lating medium, they fall under the provisions of 


this bill, andare indictable. If, however, they are 
used as mere bills of exchange in the legitimate 
transaction of business, they are not indictable. 
Mr. FREEMAN. Weill, Mr. Chairman, one 
thing is clear, and that is, that every argument 
advanced in favor of the prohibition of the circu- 
lation of notes of a less denomination than five dol- 
lars, is an argument in favor of the prohibition of 
the circulation of all above that denomination. Let 


Was not that bank indicta- 


us get rid of the great as well as the small evi!. No | 


one attempts to say that it is necessary for the 
welfare of this District, that Congress should au- 
thorize or permit the issuance of a paper medium 
of exchange or currency —— 
{Here the hammer fell. 
Mr. VENABLE. I shall oecupy the attention 
of the committee but for a few moments. We all 
feel deeply the grievance of the miserable circula- 
tion with which this District is inflicted, and agree 
that we should apply a remedy. While I shall 
vote for the bill, as introduced by the committee. 
with the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, 
(Mr. Carrrer,] I beg to call the attention of the 
gentleman ‘from Mississippi (Mr. Freeman] toa 
suggestion with regard to hisamendment, the force 


of which I think he will at once acknowledge. His | 
amendment, as offered on yesterday, reads as fol- | 


lows: 


“ That from and after the passage of this act, it shall not 
be lawful to make, emit, or utter, within the District of Co- 
lumbia, any species of currency or money whatever, except 
the constitutional coins of the United States: and that for 


all offenses against this act, the parties committing the same, | 


shall be liable to indictment by the grand jury of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia for a high crime, and on conviction shall 
be fined in Asum notless than $500, and be imprisoned in 
the penitentiary for aterm of not less than six months nor 
more than five years.’ 

If that amendment be adopted, it will defeat the 
object we all have in view. It never will be ex- 
ecuted, because it is in advance of public senti- 


ment. You will be creating and giving character | 


to an offense which public sentiment says does not 
belong to it. You will make the passage of small 
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notes in this District a misdemeanor to be pun- 
ished more severely than manslaughter, larceny, 
or even burglary—in fact more severely than any 
of the minor felonies of which our books treat. 
You may take that course, and if you do go so 
far beyond public sentiment, you will have a law 
that will be a dead letter upon your statute-book. 
Such is human experience everywhere, and no 
penal law, unsustained by public sentiment, can 
be executed. When this subject was up for con- 
sideration last year, I prepared a short bill of three 
sections, which I wish I had here now, that I 
might sabmit itasa substitute. To speculate and 
make money, these manufacturers of shinplasters 
set up their shops, and make it the interest of 
small traders to circulate their notes, and the only 
way to rid the District of the grievance, is to 
strike immediately at that interest. So long as it 
is the interest of small shop-keepers to use these 
small notes, they will do so. I, like the gentleman 
from Ohio, am against notes both large and small; 
but as the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Toomss] 
remarked, we must go against them all together, 
or have them altogether. The bill must regulate 
the issue, or entirely forbid it. 

I would suggest to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, who reported 
this bill, to so modify it that it will forbid the use 
of bank notes of any kind, and authorize any in- 
dividual, cognizant of a violation of the law by 
circulating those notes, to bring an action before 
any justice of the peace, who shall be authorized 
to issue process, and make those issuing them a 
party defendant; and on conviction, compel both 
the maker and the party issuing the note, forfeit 
twice its amount, such forfeiture to go to the in- 
former. Such a law would turn all the hackmen, 
and small dealers, against this class of bankers; 
and they, having once or twice paid double the 
value of the notes they issued, would find it a losing 
business, and shut up shop. Itis said that one of 
the Governors of New York, under the Dutch 
dynasty, never gave a decision but once. He trieda 
case between two citizens, and, having weighed 
the books in evidence in his hand, and looked at 
thenra long time, said that they were balanced, 
and that the plaintiff and the defendant should 
exchange receipts, and the constable should pay 


the costs. [Laughter.] It is he said that | 
the office of constable, for more than half a century 
afterwards, grew into great disrepute. Provide | 


for bringing of the issuers of small notes at a short 
notice before a justice of the peace, and you will 
have a law that will be executed; for it will be the 
interest of every small trader, and even the hack- 
drivers, to see that no such notes are put in circula- 
tion. Make these men suffer in the purse, and 
their notes will not be circulated. 

Mr. AVERETT. 
though the people of this District were alone in- 
terested in the suppression of these swindling notes. 
I will tell him as a matter of fact, that my district, 
even up in the gorges of the mountains, has been 
flooded with the paper money issued from this 
District of Columbia. Would é expect a planter, 
a merchant, or day laborer there, with fifteen or 
twenty dollars of these spurious notes in his pocket, 
to come to this District and give information in 


order to get relief? Our purpose is, not only to | 


protect the people of this District, but it is, together 
with the District, to protect the adjoining States 
from the swindling operations carried on here in 
violation of our laws and in contempt of our au- 
thority. I beg my friend to recollect, in makin 

his argument, that though his constituents, an 

those of the gentlemen from Georgia, [Mr. 
Toomps,}'and Mississippi, [Mr. Freeman,] be- 
ing without the range of the circulation of this 
paper, may not be interested in this matter, the 
people of the States of Maryland and Virginia are 


deeply interested in it, and have been swindled | 


outrageously. 1 have conie here myself with 
enough of those notes to double sole the stitched- 
down shoes of any negro in the district of my 
friend from North Carolina. [Laughter.] And 
what have I got for them? Wky, sir, for some of 
them I have got for my constituents only a parcel 
of post office stamps, at the rate of ten cents in the 
dollar, and they were the best I could get. The 
object of our legislation is, to prevent the District 
from being made a den of swindlers and incendia- 
ries, to cheat our constituents. 

Mr. VENABLE. My friend from Virginia is 
very much mistaken if he supposes that my con- 


My friend is speaking as | 


————— 
| stituents have not been swindled as 
| They are all over the State of North Caner 2 
I brought here with me a considerable numbe a 
them, some of which I got off at didcount. . 
others nearly at par. And the money |] leant 
I have sent back to my constituents, by mas 
had been charged with them. [f my ednatitnes , 
are silly and stupid enough, after we haye Pnaoed 
a law pronouncing the whole thing a swindle and 
illegal, and after that law has been published ; 
the public newspapers, to trade in that a 
papers I cannot be their guardian. If my frieng’s 
constituents need a protection of the sort he h 
adverted to, mine do not. Noone can pass Wash, 
ington notes in my district since the breaking = 
of the Union Bank, and the clearing out of it 
proprietor, who, I hope, will not return. . 
cure the evil that exists here, and let Virgir 
Maryland take care of themselves. 
competent to do so. If they choose to 
trash-as the representative of their property, we 
cannot betheir guardians. There is but one rem. 
edy, as I have said before, for this grievance, and 
that is, to authorize any magistrate of the Distric; 
upon information, to issue a sci. fa. against the 
man who issues and the man who circulates oy. 
of these notes, and provide that the penalties shal 
be given to the informer. Do that, and the whole 
thing will fall intodisrepute. Talk about sending 
aman to thepenitentiary! Why, sir, you do no 
send them there for cutting people’s throats, Yoy 
do not send them there for firing our dwelling. 
houses. Last year the town was get on fire in 
various places at different times, and no one was 
putin the penitentiary for it. And you would 
_now make the crime of issuing a small note higher 
| in grade than that of the commission of f¢. 
| ony. Pass such a law, and the good sense of the 
| people will revolt against it, and it will not be exe. 


Sort of 


Let us 
: Ha and 
Chey are 
take this 


cuted. It is not the severity, but the certainty of 
punishment, that puts an end to evil. n 
Again: you cannot put a man in the peniten- 
tiary in this District for stealing a negro. Con- 
| gress absolutely refused to pass a law inflicting 
that penalty for such an offense, And yet, if you 
were to fine a man five hundred dollars for issuing 
a small note, that would shock public opinion— 
every one would feel that you were trifling, and 
every one would know you were placing laws 
upon your statute-book which you did not expect 
would be executed, because they were wrong 
No one ought to go to the penitentiary for issuing 
small notes, for that is too small an offense. Itis 
a petty larceny, and ought to be punished as other 
small petty larceniesare. ‘There are various ways 
to punish such an offense in different States. You 
might make him pay double the amount of the 
notes which he has issued. This, in the case of 
aman who expects to make a hundred dollars by 
issuing two hundred, if you make him lose four 
hundred dollars, he will never be guilty of sucha 
speculation again. I implore the committee, if 
they are to pass a law upon this subject, not to 
strike so high as to defeat its execution—not to 
look all over the Government of the United States 
as their guardians, but to remember that we are le- 
| gislating for the District. If we puta stop to the 
| issue of these notes here, the evil, so far as weare 
concerned, will be destroyed. I will simply relate 
an incident which occurred here, to show you how 
important it is that we pass some law. I was in 
the house of a gentleman in this city a few days 
ago, who told me that on the day before a poor 
woman came into his house to buy a bill of ex- 
change for the purpose of bringing two of her 
children from the continent of Europe over to this 
country. She brought in one hundred and twen- 
| ty-seven dollars which she had earned by hard 
| labor during the year; and the hundred and twen- 
| ty-seven dollars were in shinplasters of this city, 
out of which there were only twenty-six dollars 
worth one cent. She had been completely swit- 
dled out of the whole, and that, too, by the shin 
lasters manufactured under our own observation. 
e ought to legislate upon this subject practt- 
cally. The valueless stuff will come to such @ 
condition as not even to be a subject of larceny, 
because of no worth. I once heard of a man in 


| stealing the notes of a broken-down bank, and the 
jury found him guilty of excessive meanness, but, 

e stole nothing of any value, they found him 
|| guilty of no crime. fLenghter.| But the bank 
|) who issued them, and swindled t 








one of our southern States who was convicted of 
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a great, a grievous offense. It is so in | 

ese notes. They are worth nothing. 

to put a stop to this thing, and ex- | 

all men who issue these fraudulent notes here | 
Lager ‘zhment in the shape of penalties. You 
rae interest every one in this city who has 
died to be informers, and the end will be 
{ desire practical and effectual legisla- 


will thus 
heen swin 
sbtained. 
tive a ron. 


Mr. CARTTER. I wish to say that this bill 
nes provide, to some extent, for the cases con- 
‘omplated by the gentleman from North Carolina, 
‘Mr. Vt WABLE. | e 
“Mr. JONES, of lennessee. However we may 
eooree individually as to the provisions of this 
bill “[ presume that there is one subject upon 
ann h there is a great unanimity of opinion in 
this House, and that 1s, that there is an existing 
evil in this District, with which the people living 
here and those who are sojourning here are cursed, 
an unauthorized paper circulation within the limits 
of this District. The object of those who have 
spoken upon this subject seems to be to correct 
' and to prevent this abuse within the Dis- 
‘ict. J have read this bill carefully, and though 
1 do not profess to be able legally to analyze it, 
take it to pieces and point out all its defects, yet 
{ think, as I understand it, that with very few 
alterations it will effect the object desired in regard 
to the subject under consideration. What are 
the provisions of this bill and the pending question 
before us? The first section of the bill as reported 
hy the committee prohibits, or :3 framed with a 
view to prohibit, the making or issuing within 
this District of paper promises to pay money or 
any valuable thing of less denomination than five 
dollars. ‘This it seems all are anxious to effect. 
What is the amendment immediately pending be- 
fore the House, proposed by the gentleman from 
Ohio, (Mr. Canrrer?] It is to strike from this 
section so much of this bill as confines its pro- 
visions to the denominations of notes under five 
dollars, 
vision—we then make it apply to all the issues 
within the District of Columbia. The question 
for the committee to determine is whether came will 
io that or not. Is it desirable to prevent the issue 
in this District of all denominations of paper in- 
tended for circulation? I think myself that it is 
most desirable. 

But the question now pending upon the amend- 
ment, as | understand it, is not whether we will 
prohibit the circulation of paper in this District, 


this ev 


but whether we will prohibit the manufacture and | 
issue of unauthorized paper in this District. There | 


isno law, as [ understand, which authorizes in- 
dividuals or associations, whether incorporated or 
not, to make or emit any of this currency intended 
to be passed as such. ‘The first section of the bill 
as it stands ate pe to prohibit the further issue 
of unauthorized currency under five dollars. It 
says nothing as it stands with regard to illegal 
and unauthorized emissions above five dollars. 
What is the difference? 

Mr. FICKLIN. [ wish to set my friend from 
Tennessee [Mr. Jones] right in regard to the mat- 
ter about which he seemed upon yesterday, and 
as he seems to-day to be mistaken, and it is this: 


He seems to be of the opinion that bank paper |) 


cannot be issued by individuals or associations 
unless by express authority of law. 

Mr. JONES. The gentleman is mistaken if he 
so understands me. I hold this to be correct, that 
perhaps in the absence of any law upon the sub- 
ject, each individual has a right to make his prom- 
issory notes and put them in circulation, if the 
community will receive and pass them. But I 
say that a matter in which the welfare of every- 
body is so deeply involved, should be the subject 
of the laws of the country. If you are to havea 
paper circulation it i be regulated by law; 
it should be authorized by law; and the responsi- 
bility of those issuing and putting it into circula- 
tion should be prescribed and fixed by law. 

Mr. FICKLIN. TI concur fully in the opinion 


that is expressed by my friend from Tennessee, | 


(Mr. Jonwes.}] It will be recollected by him that 
the charters of the banks of this District expired 


on the very year, | believe, that we both took our | 


seats in Congress. In 1843 or ’44 the bank char- 
‘ers expired, and there was a refusal to renew them. 

hen the banks took the opinion of eminent coun- 
sel in this District, and they decided that those 
individuals as associations had the right to issue 


} Mr.J 


| ion upon the ground that there being no law in 


lf we do that—if we strike out that pro- | 
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notes, and they went on banking upon their own 


hook get omy corporations. 
NES. They must have made that decis- 


the District prohibiting the issuing of these bank 


| notes, it was competent for them to do it. I wish 


to correct that opinion, and not only prohibit by 
| law the issue of five dollars or under without au- 
thority of law, but to prohibit the issuing and 
circulation of all denominations of notes passing 
for currency within this District. If it is desira- 
| ble to have such places in this District for the 
manufacture of this paper to pass as currency, let 
this Congress or the next one, take up the sub- 
jectand prescribe by law, in what manner and 
under what restrictions and penalties, and re- 
sponsibilities the issue and circulation of paper 
currency shall be exercised within this Distr 
| The question immediately before the committee 
is, whether we will forbid the issue of the denom 
inations of notes below five dollars, and thereby 
by implication permit the issue of notes above 
five dollars. I hope that the amendment of the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Carrrer,} will pre- 
vail, and that we wil! make this bill what it ought to 
be, a prohibition of banks of emission within this 
District, whether corporated or unincorporated. 

The second section of the bill prohibits the keep- 
ing of any banking-house or office of issue of notes 
for circulation under five dollars within the Dis- 
trict. This | would again follow up and make 
| conform to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Carrrer,] in the first section, to pro- 
hibit the keeping ofany house, office, stall, or booth, 
or any other place within the limits of this District, 
for the manufacture and emission of any paper 
currency whatever. If at any future time, it shall 
be thought advisable by Congress to authorize the 
issuance of paper, the law by which they shall 
authorize it, under proper restrictions, would repeal 
so much of this as prohibits every sort of emis- 
sion, and that law would be in force so far as its 
positions went. 

I would not vote for any issue of any bank to 
pass for money but gold and silver, either here or 
in any other part of the country. Ido not believe 
that there is any power in this Government, Fed- 
eral or State, to incorporate banks of issue. I[ 
think that of all the things I have ever heard of in 
my life, the most absurd is the assertion that the 
sovereign States of this Union surrendered the 
power and sovereignty under which they could 
coin money out of metal and retained the power 
of making the most miserable representative and 
shadow of money. 

The next section of this bill, sir, prohibits the 
circulation within the District of notes under five 
dollars, whether issued within this District or 
without this District. 'That section, I believe, will 
do without amendment; because I do not under- 
stand it to be the intention of the committee, or of 
this House, to prevent the circulation within this 
District of the paper of banks in the States which 
| are legally authorized, perhaps, in the estimation of 
| those engaged in them, by those States. The ob- 
| ject of the bill is not to prohibit or prevent the 
| circulation of all paper of every description with- 
in this District. 

Mr. AVERETT. If we tolerate an issue of 
any sort within this District, in the teeth of the 
| laws as they now exist, it follows, as a matter of 
course, that notes may be issued in those States 
in which they are not prohibited, and by means of 
agencies here put into circulation and effectually 
bring our law into contempt. 

Mr. JONES. The section which I have just 
passed prohibits all banking-offices, banking- 
houses or agencies here for the issuance of notes 
which have been filled up, signed, and made with- 
out the District, and this section prohibits the 
sending into the District of notes, under five dol- 
| lars issued without the District. It prevents notes 
under five dollors, no matter where they are issued, 
from being circulated within the District. That 
is the fifth section. 

The sixth section declares that all contracts 
made within this District, the consideration of 
which, or any part of the consideration of which, 
may be notes under five dollars, or any other cur- 
| rency prohibited in this bill, shall be nui! and void 
|| to allintents and purposes. That is a sufficient 
|| prohibition against the loaning of this currency by 
| those who may bring it into the District, or those 
who might wish to make it within the District. 
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The seventh section prohibits certain persons in 
this District—enumerating ail those who are doing 
business under the authority of licenses from the 


corporate cities of Georretown and Washington 
—from taking, passing, or receiving any note of 
any description, no matter where issued, unde} 
five dolls rs; so, that they shall not receive or 
pass any note within this District, which pay- 
able in anythir reé except the leval coin of the 
United States, the gold and silver of the country. 
Any violation o s provision is punishable by 
forfeiture of the license for twelve months, and it 
1s Made the duty of the proper legal officers here, 
upon application, or notice, te sue out a sere 


factas, or to institute otner 


suttable legal nro eed 


Ings against such persons as violate this law. 


By the eighth se 


tain officer 


tion, it is made theduty ofce: 

3 of this District to infarm the grand 
jury of a violations of this act, that may come 
to their is also made the duty 
of the Secretary of State to furnish to the officers otf 
the District copies 
’ 


various officers 


' 
knowledge; and it 
of this law, to be delivered to 

, and to the 


Ih grand jury, at each 
term of the criminal court 


, that they may have the 
law before them, and may bring those who vio- 
late its provisions to account. 

Sir, if the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr 
Venasie| had examined the bill, he would have 
found in the ninth section the very thing which he 
desires 


Mr. VENABLE 


So [knew, but my remarka 


were addressed to the amendment of the centle- 
man from Mississippi, [Mr. Freeman. } 

Mr. JONES. The ninth section provides that 
there shall be a qui fam action—that is, half the 


penalty shall fo to the informer, and the other half 
to the city of Washington. 
Mr. MEADE. 


That only appli¢ five do 


s to ar 

notes. 
Mr. JONES Well, if we strike out the pro 
vision about five dollar notes or about notes under 
five dollars, it will apply to all violations of thia 


law. The bill 


offenses a 


provides in other places, that the 
rainst which it is directed, shall be pun- 


ishable indictment, and upon conviction, by 
fine and imprisonment. But it also provides that 


having been convicted upon an 


ment, shall not afterwards 


a person indict- 
be subject to a qui tam 
action, or if he has hadgudgment rendered against 
him in a qui tam prosecution, that he shall 
thereafter be indicted for the same offense 

Now, Mr. Chairman, if the committee will adopt 
the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Cartrer,] and carry it out through the bill, they 
will make, in my opinion, a good law—one which 
will meet the emergency of the case—one which 
will prevent the further issuance of these notes 
within the District—one which will prevent the 
issuance of notes of any denomination, until they 
shall be authorized by law of Congress. 

f the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio 
prevails, the question is not—as some gentlemen 
seem to suppose—whether Congress will prohibit 
entirely the circulation of all notes within the Dis- 
trict. But the question is whether we will 
hibit the circulation of all notes under the denom- 
ination of five dollars, and of all notes issued in 
this District not authorized by law; and further, 
whether we will prohibit within this District, the 
circulation as money, of all notes of every denom- 
ination, without regard to the place of their issue. 
which shall be made payable in other bank notes, 
or in anything else, except gold and silver—the 
legal current coin of the United States. 

Is there any gentleman upon this floor who is 
opposed to the accomplishment of any one of these 
objects? I appeal to every gentleman upon this 
floor. I ask whether any gentleman here has any 
information from this community—whether any 
individual living in this District and not interested 
in the issue of this character of circulation, has 
come to him and told him that Congress ought te 
authorize banks of issue within this District? Sir, 
I have not heard of the first solitary instance of a 
business man in the District, who desires that 
there shall be any banks incorporated, or that 
there shal! be any law passed authorizing the issue 
of any sort of paper intended for circulation wit! 
in the District, unless indeed it is these who are 
engaged in this swindling operation, many of 
whom, [ am told, are men unknown to this com- 
munity ; they are agents, perhaps, of establishments 
located in o' of the country, and they 
come here to put the paper in circulation in order 


not 


pro- 
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that they may succeed better in passing it off upon 
the community. Sir, I have no sympathy or feel- 
ing in common with any man, or set of men, who 
are engaged in, or concerned in the issuance of 
bank paper, to circulate in this or in any other 
part of the country. But we do not propose at 
this time, and in this bill, to prohibit the circula- 
tion within this District of any bank paper—five 
dollars and upwards, which may have been issued 
in pursuance of law, either in this District or in 
any other part of the country. I am not prepared 
to do that, not because it is not in accordance with 
my judgment and my feelings, but because we 
could not succeed in carrying it through, if we 
were to make the ne 

Mr. MEADE next obtained the floor. 

Mr. POLK. Ifthe gentleman will allow me, I 
will move that the committee rise. 

[Cries of ** No!” ** No!”’} 

Mr. MEADE. I will yield to the gentleman 
in order to test the sense of the committee, but I 
am quite prepared to go on now. 

Many Mempsers. ‘* Go on!’ ** Goon!” 

Mr. POLK. Well, as it seems to be the sense 
of the committee not to rise yet, I will not submit 
the motion. 

Mr. MEADE addressed the committee an hour 
in an examination of the provisions of the bill, 
and in favor of a modification of the penalties pro- 
posed, so as to make them less stringent and more 
effective to carry out the designs of the bill. [His 
remarks will be published in the Appendix. ] 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the committee 
do now rise. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 

reed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speak- 
er having resumed the chair, the Chairman (Mr. 
Brown, of Mississippi) reported that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union had 
had under consideration the state of the Union 
generally, and particularly House bill No. 341, 
**to suppress the circulation of small notes as a 
currency in the District of Columbia,’’ but had 
come to no conclusion thereon. 

INVALID PENSIONS. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Senate have returned 
the bill of the House making appropriations for 
invalid and other pensions, with a single amend- 
ment, which is merely the correction of a date. 
In the original bill reference was made to the pen- 
sion law of the 17th April, 1816, when it should 
have been the 16th of April, 1816, and the Senate 
have amended it in that way. I move that the 
House do concur in the amendment of the Senate. 

The amendment of the Senate was concurred in. 

Mr. HOUSTGN. I send to the Clerk’s desk 
some estimates with regard to items of appropria- 
tions in the deficiency bill, which I ask may be 
printed, so that they will be before us when we 
next have the subject under consideration. 

The estimates were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ASHE. 
the House for leave to submit certain joint resolu- 
tions from the State of North Carolina. 

Mr. DUNCAN. LI object. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move the usual resolution, 
that debate in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, on the bill to suppress the cir- 
culation of small notes as a currency in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, be terminated in five minutes 
after its consideration shall again be resumed. 

Mr. SACKETT. TI trust that resolution may 
not be adopted, as several gentlemen on this side 
of the House desire to be heard upon the subject. 

Mr. HUNTER. I call for the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. AVERETT. I would ask the gentleman 
to withdraw his call for a moment. 

Mr. HUNTER. I cannot. 

Mr. McMULLIN. There is no quorum pres- 
ent, and I therefore move that the House do 
now adjourn, 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The House therefore adjourned till to-morrow 
at twelve o’clock, m. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. CLARK gave notice, that on to-morrow, or some 
subsequent day, he would ask leave to bring in a joint me 
morial ofthe Legislature of Lowa, and accompanying bill, 
asking a grant of lands to aid in the construction of a rail- 
road from Davenport, via Muscatine, to the Missouri river, 
in said State, 


| sion, and ordered to be printed. 


l ask the unanimous consent of | 


PETITIONS, &c. 

The following petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 

sy Mr. DURKEE: The petition of J. H. Lapham, of 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, asking for remuneration for services 
rendered the Government. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS: The petition of James C. Holland 
and others, asking a mail route from Lexington to Trenton. | 

By Mr. ABERCROMBIE: The petition of citizens of 
the Spartaland district, in Alabama, in favor of a removal 
of the land office from Sparta to Elba, &e. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The memorial of Luther Wilson 
and i79 others, citizens of the State of New York, asking 
an appropriation for the improvement of the harbor at the 
mou of Twelve Mile Creek, in Niagara county, New 
York. 

Also, the memorial of 8S. E. Piper and 40 others, citi- 
zens of Youngstown and Lewiston, Niagara county, New 
York, on the same subject. 

Also, the memorial of H. C. Wright and others, citizens | 
of Oswego, New York, on the same subject. 
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| may be refunded. 


itis a legal question, I presume it ouch: ‘ 
5 


| Connecticut, and a large number of other 





Se 
—— of that decision of the Secretar 
reasury, and the administrators now as 
the half of that sum thus paid into the Tr 


Y Of the 
kK thar 


easur 
I move the reference 


memorial to the Committee on the Judiciare, the 


there. ® go 
It was so referred. 
Mr. SMITH. I desire to present th 

rial of Bishop Brownell, of ths city of anes 


Citizeng 


| of that vicinity—I believe a thousand and four 


teen in all—on the subject of anesthetic a 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, January 13, 1853. 

Prayer by the Rev. James GALLAHER. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of War, commu- 
nicating, in compliance with law, a statement of 
the contingent expenses of the military establish- 
ment during the year 1852; which was ordered to 
lie on the table and be printed. 

Also, a message from the President of the Uni- 
ted States, transmitting, in compliance witha res- 





olution of the Senate of the 5th mstant, a report of | 
| pension or bounty land, on the files of the Senate, be re. 
| ferred to the Committee on Pensions. , 


the Secretary of the Interior, on the subject of the 
boundary line between the United States and Mex- 
ico; which was referred to the Select Committee 
on the subject of the Mexican Boundary Commis- 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizens 
of New York and Brooklyn, New York, praying 
that a contract may be entered into with Christian 
Hansen, for the transportation of the United States 
mails between Brooklyn and Gluckstadt; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office | 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. MANGUM presented the memorial of Da- 
vis Taylor, praying an amendment of the act of | 
Congress abolishing imprisonment for debt in the 
District of Columbia; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented a petition of citizens 
of Washington, praying the removal of the county 
jail toa more suitable situation; which was referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, a petition of Daniel Nickel, a volunteer | 
in the late war with Mexico, praying a pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of Wil- 
liam Wright, praying that a register may be is- 
sued to a vessel called the Fanny, and that her | 
name may be changed to the Golden Mirror; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented a memorial of E. 
H. Walton and others, praying a modification of 
the bounty land law; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. MALLORY presented the memorial of 
Richard Evans and others, officers of the United 
States revenue cutter service, praying an increase 
of pay; which was referred to the Committee on | 
Commerce. : 

Mr. CASS presented the memorial of Edmund 
M. Evans, a clerk in the custom-house at New 
York, praying compensation for extra services; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. | 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I hold in my hand a | 
memorial of James M. Carlisle and Walter S. 
Cox, administrators of Cornelius P. Van Ness, 
formerly of New York. They represent that Mr. 
Van Ness was collector of customs for the State 
of Vermont, and when collector seized a number | 
of goods brought into the country in violation of | 
the revenue laws. As collector, he was, perhaps, | 
entitled to one half of the goods in case they had 
been forfeited under the existing law. The Sec- | 
retary of the Treasury released the forfeiture, 
upon condition that the merchants claiming the | 


goods would pay into the Treasury what was re- | 
garded as legal duties. The Supreme Court has 
decided that that payment was in the nature of a 
forfeiture, and that the collector seizing the goods 
was entitled to the half of them under the revenue 
laws. ‘The money was paid into the Treasury in 


| Wells, to show that he is the author of ¢ 








; : e 
stating that the memortalists understand thet a 


applieation has been made by Dr. Morton, of Bos. 


| ton, claiming to have been the author of this dis 


covery, and inviting the attention of the Senat 
and the House of Representatives to thetestimone 


introduced by the family of the late Dr. Horace 


his dj 
ae. thy clap 18s 
covery. ‘This memoria! is signed by a large num 


ber of the most respectable citizens of our State 
I move that it be referred to the Select Committe. 
on the subject of anesthetic agents, of which th 
honorable Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. Wars. 
a is chairman. ; 

t was so referred. 


PAPER WITHDRAWN AND REFERREp, 
On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


Ordered, ‘That the petition of Jane Kearney, praying a 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTERs, 


Mr. BRIGHT, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to which was referred the bill to sup. 
render to the State of Ohio the unfinished portion 
of the Cumberland road in that State, reported it 
without amendment, and moved that it lie on the 
table, a bill from the House to the same effect 
having passed the Senate; which motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fj. 
nance, to which was referred the bill for the relief 
of John B. Rodgers, of South Carolina, reported 
it without amendment. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. MANGUM, by unanimous consent, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to amend 
the act entitled ** An act to regulate arrests on 
mesne process in the District of Columbia;”’ which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on"the Judiciary. 

Mr. DAVIS, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to au- 
thorize the heirs of a deceased party to a suit to 
prosecute the suit; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and, together with a 
paper explanatory of the bill, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


COUNTERFEITING CURRENT COIN, 


On motion by Mr. BRODHEAD, the bill me- 
king further provision against counterfeiting the 
current coin of the United States, or passing the 
same, was read a second time, and, together with 
an amendment which he proposes to it, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 


INVALID PENSION BILL. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
was received, by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announ- 
cing that it had agreed to the amendment of the 
Senate to the bill making appropriations for the 


| payment of invalid and other pensions of the 
|| United States, for the year ending the 30th of 


June, 1854. 
RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. SEWARD submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by unanimous col- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to consider and report whether any action of Con- 
gress is necessary for the protection of the Territory of 
| New Mexico against the incursions of hostile Indians. 


Mr. BRIGHT submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con 


| sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary pay out of the contingent 
fund to Daniel Whitcomb, executor of the late James Wh'- 
| comb, a Senator from indiana, the expenses ineurred for 
his funeral, and for carrying his remains to Indianapolis, 





his late residence in Indiana, amounting to $175. 


|| Mr. DAVIS submitted the following resolution 
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+h was considered by unanimous consent, and 


— 


wh 
‘ vreed to: . 7 ; 
*6 solved, That the Committee on the Library be in- 

“d ta inguire into the expediency of authorizing Tito 
structs 


lina, an [talian artist, to execute in marble a group of 
ange , agreeable to his model now in the possession of the 
staiues , 


Librarian of Congress. 


Mr. DAVIS. I beg leave to present a paper 
explanatory of that resolution, being the observa- 
tion of men of taste, officers of the Navy and 
others, upon that subject, and ask that it may be 
referred to the Committee on the Library also. 

It was 80 referred. 


BINDING OF COAST SURVEY MAPS. 


Mr. BORLAND. Lam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Printing to submit the following resolu- 
om wed, That the Superintendent ofthe Public Printing 
ne. and he is hereby, directed to have bound in quarto form 
the maps and plates accompanying the report ot the Super 
sntendent of the Coast Survey, made te the Senate at the 
; ion of Congress: Provided, That the cost of the 
same shall net exceed eighteen cents per copy. 

[ ask that the resolution may be considered now; 
and | will simply state what is the object ofit. The 
-oint resolution which directs that all additional pub- 
tic documents shall be bound, limits the cost of the 
binding to the sum of twelve and a half cents per 
volume. That refers to the binding of an octavo 
volume. It is found, upon examining the maps 
and plates which come from the Superintendent 
of the Coast Survey, accompanying his report, and 
which are very valuable, and some of which are 
larze, they cannot be, without great inconvenience, 
brought into an octave form. It is necessary that 
they should be in quarto form, if bound at all. 
The sum of twelve and a half cents per volume 
will not defray the expense of binding in that form; 
but itis believed that some sum between twelve 
and a half and eighteen cents will do it. Wedeem 
it indispensable, in order that the report may be of 
the greatest value, that it should be bound in quarto | 
form. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 


last sess 


consent, and agreed to. | 


BASTROP GRANT CLAIMS. 


Mr. DOWNS. I desire to renew a motion 
which I made early in the session, that one thou- 
sand extra copies of the report of the Commission- 
er of the General Land Office, relative to private 
claims under the Bastrop grant, be printed for the 
use of the Senate. That motion I suppose will 
go to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. BORLAND. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate to consider that motion without 
referring it to the committee. The document in 
question is now in the hands of the printer, and is 
— printed, and it is necessary, if this ordef 
be made, that it should be made at once. The 
Committee on Printing would concur in it, | know, 
and | ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to 
make the order without referring the motion to 
that committee. 


No objection was made, and the motion was 
agreed to. 


THE NICARAGUAN TREATY. 


The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Cass, was taken up for consideration: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested, so far as may be compatible with the public in 
terest, to communicate to the Senate copies df any corre- 
spomdence which took place with the Minister of Great 
Britain in the United States, in respect to the treaty nego 
tiated by Mr. Squier with Nicaragua, which was submitted 
to the Senate in 1850; also, a copy of said treaty, and of any 
Substitute for it, or any part of it, submitted to the American 
Government by the British Minister, and of the letters of 
the latter urging the acceptance of such substitute and the 
replies thereto; and also copies of any correspondence 
which took place between the Secretary of State and the 
British Minister and the Minister from €osta Rica, in re 
spect to a projet which was submitted to Nicaragua, Costa 
Rica, and the Mosquito Indians. and a copy of such projet, 
with the instructions given by Mr. Welsh, the special agent 
deputed by the United states to present that projet to the 
States .f Nicaragua and Costa Rica; as also of such other 
correspondence as may have passed between him and the 
Secretary of State upon the subject; as also copies of the 
correspoudence with Mr. Kerr, Chargé d’Affaires of the 
United States in Nicaragua, in reference thereto, together 
with any correspondence with the Government of Nicara- 
gua Or its Minister, in respect to the same projet; and the 
President is further requested to communicate to the Senate 
copies of any letters which may have been addressed to 
this Government by the Minister of Nicaragua, or the Min 
ister of Great Britain, in reference to the construction and 
purport of the convention between the United States and 
er iat Britain, signed April 19, 1850, and prociauned July 
) » and of the replies made to them, if any. 


shire (Mr. Have] has suggested to me that the 
qualification, or limitation, perhaps, contained in 
the beginning of the resolution, *‘so far as may 
be compatible with the public interest,’’ does not 
extend to the whole. I intended to extend it to 
the whole. I do not want to make a call fora 
paper imperative. But | think the qualification 
does extend to the whole. If it does not, | am 
willing to have it amended. The honerable Sena- 
tor can look at it and satisfy himself. 

Mr. HALE. It oceurr 
of the resolution, that the qualification extends 
through the most of it as suggested by the Sena- 
tor from Michigan; but towards the close of it, 
‘*the President is further requested to communi- 
cate to the Senate,’’ &c., without any qualifica- 


| tion. 


Mr. CASS. 
the object. 

Mr. HALE. Then! suggest to insert after the 
words I read, the words, ‘‘1f in his view not in- 


Change it as you please to meet 


| compatible with the public interest.’’ 


The PRESIDENT. The resolution will be so 
amended, if not objected to. 


Mr. CASS. The Senator from New Hamp- | 


to me, in the reading | 


No objection was made, and the resolution was | 


then adopted. 


CHARTER OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON. 
Mr. SHIELDS. There is an important bill 
upon the calendar, ** to amend the charter of the 
city of Washington,’’ which | desire to take up. 
Mr. GWIN. Does the Senator propose to take 
up that bill for the purpose of acting upon it? 
We have a special order for to-day. 
Mr. SHIELDS. I am aware of that; but there 


is ample time to pass this bill before the hour for | 


the consideration of the special order arrives. 

Mr. GWIN. Ido not object to the bill, but I 
do not wish to be interrupted, when I come here 
prepared to discuss the special order which comes 
up atone o’clock. If, therefore, the Senator will 
agree to pass over his bill at that hour, | have no 
objection. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I 
lead to discussion, and my only object in calling 
it up at this time, is that it may pass at this ses- 
sion. It isa bill to amend the charter of the city 
of Washington—to give some police powers which 
are very much needed in this city at this time; 
and [ must say that unless we check the growing 


| spirit of rowdyism and dissipation, this capital will 
present a curious scene, at all events, on the 4th of 


next March. I am anxious to prevent that, and I 
hope that this bill may pass the Senate in order 
that it may have time to pass the House at this 
session. ‘That is my reason for calling it up now. 

Mr. RUSK. It is only a few minutes to the 
time at which the special order is to be taken up. 
This is an important bill, and | think the Senator 
could accomplish his object better by taking it up 
at an earlier period on some future morning. The 
bill providing for the construction of a railroad to 
the Pacific is set down as the special order for to- 
day at one o’clock, and I shall feel myself bound 
to move to lay this bill on the table, and pass it 
over until to-morrow morning, when that hour ar- 
rives. 

Mr. SHIELDS. The bill would have been 
passed in the time which we have consumed in 
discussing the question of taking it up. 

Mr. RUSK. That is uncertain. 

Mr. SHJELDS. I have already stated to the 


honorable Senator from California, that when the | 


hour of one arrives, | will give way. 


I thought 
that was sufficient. 


The motion to take up the bill was agreed to, | 


and the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to its consideration. 

Mr. SHIELDS submitted the following amend- 
ment: 


To strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert the 
following : 


oe this bill will not | 
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for the punishment of any person who may willfully disturb, 
molest, hinder, or interfere with the con wmaissioners or other 
persons who may be appointed to superintend elections, 
from time totime, while in the discharge of their duty, or 
who may willfully disturb, motest, hinder, or interfere with 
any veter while at or going to the polls to vote, as well as 
for the punishment of any commissioner or other person ap 
pointed to superintend an election who may willfully and 
knowingly receive, or permit te be received, the vote of any 


, Person not legally authorized to vete; and the said corpo 


That it shall be lawful for the Mayor, Board of Aldermen, 


and Board of Common Council, of the city of Washington, 
and the said corporation is hereby authorized, in its discre 
tion, to provide for the election by the inhabitants of said 
city, at stated periods, of any or all officers of said corpo 
ration not now elective under the existing charter there 


of; and to prescribe the time, place, and manner ofholding | 


such elections, and the duties, terms, and tenure of office of 
all such officers, as well as of the register, collector, and 
surveyor, of said corporation: Provided, That at all such 
elections the voters shall be such persons, and no others, as 
may be competent to vote at elections holden under the 
charter of the said city for the time being; and the said cor 
poration shal! have full power and authority to provide for 


the proper conducting of all elections in the said city, and || request. 


ration shall have power to provide for the appointment, 
from time to time, of such number of persons as commis- 
sioners to superintend the elections in each ward of said 
city as it may deem expedient. 

Sec. 2. dnd be it further enacted, That the said corpota, 
tion be, and itis hereby, authorized and empowered to cause 
any streets, or the carriage. ways or footways thereof, or of 
any portions of the same, to be paved, graded, or otherwise 
improved, whensoever in its discretion the same may be 
deemed proper and necessary, any restrictions or conditions 
heretofore existing in the premises to the contrary notwith 
standing; and in like manner, in its discretion, to cause to 
be constructed any drains and sewers which it may consider 
necessary tor the proper drainage, health, or convenience 
of the city, and upon such plan of surface or under ground 
drainage, or by taking advantage of the natural drainage, or 
changing the course thereof, as may be deemed most eligi 
ble ; and to cause the streets or any of them, or any portion 
of any of them, to be lighted by gas or otherwise ; and to 
provide for the expense of any such works or lunprovements 


| as aforesaid, either by a special tax or out of its corporate 


funds generally, or both, at its diseretion. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, What the said corpora 
tion shall have power, in its discretion, to cause pew aileys 
to be opened into the squares, and from time to time to 
open, extend, change, or close those alrendy laid out; sub 
ject always to the proviso, concerning damages te individ 
uals, contained inthe eighth section of the act of May 15th, 
1820, incorporating the inhabitants of the city of Washing 
ton; and to di-pose of the ground occupied by any such 
alley or alleys as may have been, or hereafler may be, 
closed by authority of the said corporation, in such manner 
as in its discretion may be directed. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said corpo 
ration shall have power to create and establish police and 
municipal courts, and to establish a house or houses of 
refuge or correction for juvenile or other offenders, and to 
provide for the support and governinent of the same by 
special tax, or out of its corporate funds, or otherwise; and 
to pass any and all laws, not inconsistent with the Consti 
tution and laws of the United States, for the establishment 
of an efficient police, for the maintenance of order, the pro 
tection of persons and property within the said city, and 
for the punishment, by fine or imprisonment, or both, of 
offenses against the ordinances and police regulations of 
the said corporation ; such imprivonment to be either im 
the county jail, or in such municipal establishments, work 
houses, houses of correction or of refuge, as may be pro 
vided by the said corporation for that purpose; and the 
marshal of the District of Columbia shall receive and safely 


| keep within the jail for the county of Washington, at the 


expense of the said corporation, all persons committed 
thereto under or by authority of the provesions of thi 
Sec. 


act. 
5. And be it further enacted, That the said cor 

poration shall have power to provide by law for the levy 

ing and collection of all taxes which it is or may be au 

thorized to impose, or which may have been heretofore 
lawfully imposed but are remaining unsatisfied, in such 
manner as may be deemed moat efficient and conducive to 
the interests of the said city, and to alter and amend any 
existing provisions in its present ¢harter in that behalf; 
and all sales and conveyances of real estate charged with 
such taxes, which shall be made in conformity with such 
rules, directions, and provisions, as may be preseribed by 
the said corporation in that behalf, shall be valid and ef 
fectual, at law and in equity, to pass to and vest in the 
purchaser or purchasers, his, her, or their heirs, or assigns, 
a title in fee-simple, or such lesse r estate as may be so sold 
and couveyed in the land and appurtenances so sold, and 
an absolute title to all chattels whieh may be so sold and 
conveyed: Provided always, That all taxation, except of 
special taxes, shall be within the limit prescribed by the 
charter of the said corporation. 

Sec. 6. .4nd he it further enacted, That the said corpo 
ration shall have power to organize a fire department, and 
tO appoint one or more engineers, directors, or other of 
cers, for the superintendence and direction of the firemen, 
fire companies, engines, hose, and fire apparatus, at all 
fires or alarms of fires occurring in the said city, and also 
to pass all Jaws or police regulations which may be deemed 
necessary or expedient for the regulation, control, and man 
agement of all fire companies now existiog, or hereafter to 
be incorporated or otherwise established, in the said city, 
or the members thereof, anything in apy existing law or 
charter tothe contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the said corpora 
tion be, and it is hereby, authorized and empowered to 
pass all laws, ordinances, and regulations, which may be 
necessary to carry into effect the hereinbelore granted pow 
ers and every of them. 


The amendment was agreed to; the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate as amended; the amendment 
was concurred in; and the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading; it was read a third 
time, and passed. 

CONDUCT OF 

Mr. SHIELDS. Asthere area few minutes left 
before the hour for the consideration of the snec 
order arrives, | ask the Senate to take up the re 
lution submitted by the Senator fram New Ha 
shire, (Mr. Hace,] in relation to Comin 
Morgan, which was postponed yesterday at my 
I move that it be taken up at this tin 


COMMODORE MORGAN. 


uore 
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for the purpose of presenting the letter to which I 
referred yesterday. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The resolution is as follows: 

“ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed 
to inform the Senate the number of days the United States 
razee Independence, the flag-ship of the Mediterranean 
squadron, commanded by Charles W. Morgan, was at sea 
after her arrival at Naples, on the 14th of Septembér, 1849, 
until she sailed thence for the United States, on the 29th 
March, 1252; hot many days said ship was at anchor in 
the bay or harbor of Naples, and how long at Spezzia, or 
ower ports during that period ; what portion of the afore 
eaid two and a half years was passed on shore, and how 
much of it on board ship by said Morgan ; what is the esti 
mated expense of a ship of the class of the Independence, 
properly officered and manned, per day or per year; whether 
said Morgan, without authority from the Department, 
while his ship was lying at anchor in the bay of Naples, 
chartered or employed a merchant vessel to transport sup- 
plies for his squadron from Spezzia to Naples, and whether 
the cost of such transportation has been charged to the 
Government by the order or approval of said Morgan; 
whether instructions were given to said Morgan by the De- 
partinent, or by any bureau thereof, to practice his squadron 
in naval evolutions or fleet-sailing, and if so, whether said 
instructions were obeved; whether he was directed to ex 
ercise his men in target-firing, and if so, whether he com- 
plied with such directions, and to what extent; whether 
there is any rule or regulation of the Department against 
naval officers transporting females, members of their /ami 
lies, or others, on board ships of war of the United States, 
and if so, whether Commodore Morgan, or any officer under 
his command, was guilty of a violation of such regulation ; 
whether the broad pennant of Commodore Morgan was 
kept flying during the period of his command in the Medi- 
terranean, Or Was at any time taken down, and if so, for 
what length of time ; whether Commodore Morgan has been 
held to answer for disobedience of orders, or violations of 
regulations, or neglect of duty while in command of the 
naval forces of the United States in the Mediterranean du 
ring the past three years.”’ 

Mr. SHIELDS. My only reason for asking 
the postponement of this resolution yesterday was 
this: Lieutenant Nelson, of the United States 
Navy, sent mea letter in reply to the resolution, 
and there was some language in it which I| did not 
like very well at the time. I thought some parts 
of it were a little inconsistent with the character 
of the Senate, and I did not like to present it in 
that shape. I regret to say that there is a portion 
of the letter that is still a little severe, and which 
[ do not like; but the writer insists upon my pre- 
senting it. It is a justification of his old com- 
mander, who is now dead. He served with him 
in the Mediterranean, during the whole time in- 
tended to be covered by the resolution. The death 
of his late commander precludes the possibility of 
any inquiry now into his conduct, and his family 
and his friends being exceedingly anxious on the 
subject, as this originated in the Senate, and as it 
has had quite a wide circulation through the coun- 
try, this officer, who was second in command I 


believe, or, at all events, who served under him | 


during the whole of the time, over his own signa- 
ture, stating that he is responsible as a man and 
officer for everything he says here, has sent me 
this letter, and eased that I would present it, as 
a part of my remarks, in reply to what he deems 
to be the imputations contained in the resolution. 


Mr. HALE. I object to the reception of the 
paper. 
r. CASS. Will the Senator allow me to say 


a word? 

Mr. HALE. 
ception of the letter. 

Mr. CASS. The honorable Senator from IlIli- 
nois presents that letter as a portion of his remarks, 
but certainly, if itis to go upon our records and 
become a portion of them, | shall be one who will 
most strenuously oppose it—not out of any want 
of regard to Commodore Morgan. A resolution 
has been introduced into the Senate, and are we 
to receive letters, with respect to every person 
whose conduct may be before us, intended to de- 
fend him? Every Senator will at once see the 
impropriety of such acourse. I must repeat what 
I have often said before on this subject, that if we 
proceed in this manner we shall convert the Sen- 
ate into the receptacle of every representation that 
is made, pro and con., with respect to every officer, 
civil, military, or naval. I object to it altogether. 
It will lead to very dangerous consequences. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair understands 
the Senator from Illinois to offer the letter as a 
part of his remarks, and as such, it does not go 
upon the Journal, but among the proceedings, in- 
cluded in the remarks of the Senator. 

Mr. HALE. I wish to say one word, if the 
President pleases. It seems to me it is an anom- 
alous proceeding for a Senator to rise and send 


Yes, sir; but I object to the re- 
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to the Chair a portion of his remarks, in order 
that they may go on our records. 


marks, the public press is open. The Secretary 
is not the depositary of manuscript speeches of 
Senators. If the Senator wishes to publish the 
letter, 1 have no objection; but what I do object 
to is, that Lieutenant Nelson, or anybody else, 
should present that paper to the Senate. I object 


to its being received and made a portion of our | 
doings, to go upon the records of the Senate. [| 


do not wish to take up the time of the Senate, but 
I have abundant reasons for the objections which 
I present. 

The PRESIDENT. It is the opinion of the 
Chair that the paper cannot be received as a 
part of the records of the Senate, but only as a 
part of the Senator’s speech, which is a thing 
often done. 
Secretary to be read, is 
Senator who speaks. 

Mr. HALE. Oh! well, let it be read, then, if it 
is for the relief of the Senator. 

Mr. GWIN. It is now within a minute of ene 


by way of relieving the 


o’clock,and I hope this matter may be postponed. | 
I hope not; the letter can be | 


Mr. SHIELDS. 
read in a short time. 

Mr. GWIN. But it will lead toa discussion 
of an hour. I am anxious to accommodate the 


Senator from Illinois; but I do not want the time | 
which is devoted to the special order taken up by | 


this matter. I therefore move to postpone its 
further consideration until to-morrow. 

Mr. SHIELDS. It 
me whatever. 

Mr. GWIN. I desire to accommodate myself 
then. 

Mr. SHIELDS. 
has been lying on the table for some time. My 
friend from Michigan has raised an objection to 
the introduction of this letter. Now, sir, | raise 
an objection to the introduction of this resolution, 
or any similar resolution. 

The fault was in thecommencement. Charges 
have been made, or what is equivalent to charges, 
upon an officer who is now dead. ( 


therefore, if this letter cannot be received, inas- | 


much as it is not against the Senator from New 
Hampshire; but simply in vindication of the old 


| commander of Lieutenant Nelson, whom he be- 


lieves to have suffered a serious injury. I do not 
believe there isa single Senator who will object 
to the sentiments contained in the letter. 

Mr. GWIN. I do not object to the reading on 
that account, but on another account. I am will- 


ing that the letter should be read, and a-full dis- | 


cussion had at a future time. 
Mr. SHIELDS. 


then. 


The further consideration of the resolution was | 


accordingly postponed. 
RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC. 
The PRESIDENT. 


ator from California [Mr. Gwry] has proposed a | 


substitute. 


Mr. RUSK. I hope the honorable Senator will 


| for a moment withdraw that amendment. 


Mr. GWIN. [I withdraw it. 


Mr. RUSK. This bill has been regularly print- | 
ed and read, and it is now upon the calendar. No | 


one, I believe, desires to discuss it. There is an 


amendment pending to that bill which provides for | 


the construction of a railroad. 


The friends of the 


| special order do not seek to have the action of the 


Senate upon it. When we made it the special 


| order, we could not reach the bill proposed by the 


Senator from California in consequence of it not 
being printed. The object at the time was to make 
the bill ‘* authorizing the construction of a rail- 
‘road and branches, for establishing a certain 
‘ postal communication between the shores of the 


‘ Pacific and Atlantic within the United States, for | 
‘the protection and facilities of travel and com- 
‘merce, and for the necessary defenses of the | 
I therefore move, | 


‘ country,’’ the special order. 
by unanimous consent, that the bill which was 
made the special order be laid aside, and that which 
I have mentioned substituted in its place. 


No objection was made, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to consider 


the bill designated by Mr. Rusk. 


‘ If the Senator | 
wants to publish the letter as a portion of his re- || 


The object of sending a paper to the | 


is no accommodation to | 


Here is a resolution which | 


I want to know, | 


Very well; let it be laid over, | 


The first special order is | 
a bill to establish a telegraph line and overland | 
| mail to California and Oregon, for which the Sen- | 








Jan. 13, 
It proposes, with the view of securin 
construction of a railroad and bra 
| necting the Mississippi river w 
|| Ocean, at suitable points, that the 
'| United States shall be authoriz 
|| tracts for the construction of a railroad fro 
|| point on Red river, at or near the southwest . ; 
| ner of the State of Arkansas, on the most dire, 
| and feasible route, and, if practicable, with a bra ch 
| to the gulf coast, and through the State of Texs, 
to a point on the eastern boundary of the State of 
| California; and from points on the western bouad 
|| ary of Missouri and lowa, (not within the limite 
|| of any existing State,) on the most direct and feasi. 
|| ble route to intersect that road; and with a track 
|| departing from that line at some point west of th 
|| Sierra Nevada, or Rocky Mountains . 
|| safe and commodious harbor in the T 


l 





g the speed 

branches, con. 
ith the Pacific 
President of the 
ed to enter into con. 


» tO Some 
| , erritory of 
Oregon. For this purpose the bill Proposes to get 


apart for ever a right of way two hundred fee: 
wide; and a quantity of land equal to the alterna. 
sections for the space of forty miles on each sig 
of the road and its branches, is appropriated t, 
| aid in their construction. And for the PUrpose of 
facilitating the extension of that road eastwarj 
from its terminus on Red river, on two lines, at 
through the State of Arkansas, and the other 
| through the State of Louisiana, so as to conned 
|| at the Mississippi river with the several lines of 
railroads now in process of construction betwee, 
the Mississippi and the Atlantic sea-bostd, a like 
uantity of land is to be granted to the States of 
|| Arkansas and Louisiana. And a like gran: of 
land is to be made to the States of Iowa and Mig. 
|| sissippi for the purpose of facilitating the extey. 
'| sion of the road and its branches eastward from 
the terminus on the Missouri river, on two lines, 
|| the one through the State of Iowa, and the other 
|| through the State of Missouri, so as to connect 
|| with the principal lines now in process of con- 
|| struction between the Ailantic sea-board, the lakes, 
'| and the Mississippi river. 
A like grant of land is to be given to the State 
of California, to facilitate the extension of each of 
the roads and branches westward from the eastern 
boundary of California to safe and commodious 
harbors, which shall be at all times accessible to 
the largest class of sea-going vessels navigating 
the Pacific ocean. These grants of land are to 
|| be made to the States of Louisiana, Arkansas, 
| Texas, Missouri, and Lowa, on condition that 
| they will commence the roads within their respect- 
ive States within one year succeeding the first ses- 
sion of the Legislature after the passage of this act, 
|| and complete them within five years. California 
is allowed ten years for the accomplishment of her 
ortion of the work. Another condition is, that 
he United States mail is to be carried over these 
roads forever free of charge to the Government; 
and also all troops, seamen, arms, munitions of 
war, military and naval stores, and all funds and 
property belonging to the United ‘States, and all 
persons on official business in their employment 
Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, at the beginning 
of the present session I gave notice that I would 
'| introduce the bill now under consideration for the 
construction of a railroad to unite the Atlantic and 
Pacific frontiers of the Republic, and which, with 
its branches, shall reach from the great inland 
|| seas of the north and the forty-ninth parallel to 
|| the Gulf of Mexico, and the twenty-fourth degree 
| of north latitude. 
For advances in civilization, the age in which we 
'| live is without a parallel in the history of the 
world, and yet it continues to be eminently pro- 
gressive. The human mind, not content with its 
astonishing triumphs in every department of nat- 
ural science, and in the utilitarian arts, is still ex- 
erting its ceaseless and wonder-working “energies 
further to unfold the secrets of nature, to seize and 
apply every newly-discovered principle in her 
| kingdom that may aid in asserting the triumph of 
| 
| 





| 





mind over matter. Public opinion, enlightened 
by the extraordinary discoveries of the last quar- 
ter of a century, is abandoning enterprises which 
| a previous age had regarded as works of advancéd 
| civilization. : 
The old post-horse and post-chaise system 0! 
travel and mail communication is abandoned. 





The country track has yielded to the turnpike 
and tram road, whilst these in turn are every- 
where giving way to the railroad, which, notwith- 
standing the progress it has already made, is m3 
destined to produce results to the well-being © 
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moral, mental, and political—to effect a 
eat agricultural and manufac- 

ng interests, In our trade, domestic and foreign, 
Sr impossible for imagination to estimate or 


gocietys 
revoluuon In our gr 


that It 1s 


iy 
Prete enlightened nations of Europe, as well as 
srica, are pressing forward in this march of 
Amé ement. The spirit of the age demands the 
— ef human energies in this great work. 
ae this iron revolution of science, natural ob- 
Beto . are vanishing; rocks are excavated, moun- 
OT al in two, or pierced at their bases, valleys 
lal up, rivers spanned, and mind acting 
. mind is now striving to effect new discover- 
“eto hasten the speed of the steam-engine, and 
shtain still greater triumphs in the rapidity of 
transit and facilities of intercommunication. 
” The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire- 
and is pierced and intersected in numerous direc- 
ons by the most improved railways, and the iron 
norse, glowing under his fiery impulse, is there 
epeeding his way by day and by night at the rate 
of twelve hundred miles in twenty-four hours. 

The Governments of Belgium, France, Prussia, 

\ystria, Russia, and Italy, arealive to the import- 
ance of securing to their people the benefits of 
anid transit and intercommunication, and are 
seadily pushing forward the great work of road 
‘formation, whilst Spain, and even the Sublime 

Porte, have become aroused to the importance of 
the subject. a ' 

And what have our own citizens done in this 

-eapect by means of individual enterprise and 
Siate assistance? We have in the north the Al- 

any, Buffalo, and Boston routes, the New York 
and Erie, the Michigan Central and Southern; 

hen inthe middle States we have the Pennsy!- 
vania Central, the Baltimore and Ohio, the Cin- 
ynnati and St. Louis. In the southern States the 
Virginia and Tennessee, the Cincinnati and Ten- 
essee, the Alabama and Tennessee, the Gulf and 
Western Atlantic, the Central Georgia and Ma- 
son, with various branches direct and lateral, run- 
ning toand from the Atlantic, the great Lakes, 
ind towards the Gulf coast and the Mississippi 
iver, besides the great Mobile and Ohio, and the 
I!!inois Central railroad, the last two forming one 
shain running from the Gulf of Mexico on the 
south, to Lake Michigan on the north, and the 
thers taking the direction generally from east to 
west. 

These routes, actual and in progress, will form 
a magnificent net work of railways, stretching 
from Augusta, the capital of Maine, the extreme 
iortheastern State of this Union, through New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode I[sl- 
and, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North 
and South Carolina, Georgia, into Florida, through 
Alabama, into Mississippi to Louisiana, through 
Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin, Indiana, Illinois, 
Kentucky, and Tennessee, and generally having 
their termini on or near the Mississippi river. 

The extent of railroads now actually made may 
be set down at upwards of twelve thousand miles, 
almost equal to the extent of those in the whole 
European world, whilst the routes now in progress 
are about twelve thousand nine hundred milea, 
meking a length already finished equal to about 
half the circumference of the globe, and with those 
under way equal to its whole circumference. 

The surface of the A@erican Union, thus im- 
proved by railways, is situated between the At- 

antic ocean and the Mississippi river, or the 
meridians of nine degrees east and nineteen de- 
grees west longitude from Washington, extending 
‘rom the twenty-fifth to the forty-ninth degree of 
north latitude, embracing twenty-eight degrees of 
ongitude and twenty-five degrees of latitude. 

These giant enterprises, the most astonishing 
on record, have been undertaken and are carried 
on upon an invested capital, according to the cen- 
sus returns, of $672,770,000, and without a dollar 

rom the National Treasury, yet with some liber- 
ality on the part of Congress in donations of land. 
Fs sphere of these yaya embraces an area 
or 315,052 square miles, or 585,633,280 acres, 
with an Atlantic coast of 1,900 miles, and a Gulf 
coast of some 600 miles, from the southern cape 
of Florida to the mouths of the Mississippi. 

This is what the energy of tlie American people 
has done, developing the remarkable fact, that in 
is great interwoven chain of iron railways they 
have, as it were, been moved by one mind and one 
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purpose of stretching these routes over mountains, 
valleys, and rivers, from the Atlantic on the east, 
akes on the north, to the Great West: and 
this they have accomplished with a perseverance 
against apparently the most insurmountable ob- 
stacles, and with an outlay of capital without a 
parallel. 

Now, let us turn to another side of the picture, 
and see what remains to be done to carry out the 
great design of the American people in this system 
of improvement. We find that the surface yet to 
be improved by railroads is situated between the 
Mississippi river and the Pacific ocean, or the 
meridian of nineteen degrees and forty-seven de- 
grees of west longitude from Washington, ex- 
tending from the twenty-sixth degree to the forty- 
ninth degree of north latitude, embracing the 
States of Missouri, Arkansas, Louisiana, lowa, 
Texas, California, and the Territories of Min- 
nesota, Utah, New Mexico, Oregon, Nebraska, 
the old Northwestern and Indian Territories, cov- 
ering a surface of 2,343,502 square miles, or 
1,499,841,280 acres, with a sea-board on the Pa- 
cificeof 1,620 miles, and a guif coast on the south 
of about 600 miles from the mouths of the Mis- 
sissippi westward, including the southern coast 
of Louisiana and Texas. Over this portion of our 
ocean-bound empire, having a coast, ocean, and 
gulf of 2,220 miles, and being two thirds of the 
whole territorial extent of the American Union, 
and within which are eleven twelfths of the public 
domain, the Government of the United States has 
done comparatively nothing, whilst our citizens, 
out of their own resources, have accomplished so 
much in that region of our country east of the 
Mississippi, and, as I have already shown, ata 
cost approaching $700,000,000. 

I now bring before the Senate a project by which 
it is proposed that the Government shall do its 
part in the great work of establishing a permanent 
and enduring route of land communication between 
our ocean frontiers. The plan proposed requires 
that the main trunk of a great Pacific railway sys- 
tem shall commence at San Francisco, in Califor- 
nia, and passing around the southern arm of the bay 
of San Francisco, through Santa Clara, San José, 
and in a northeast direction across the coast range 
of mountains, through Stockton, to a point nearly 
south of the source of the Stanislaus river, thence 
along the ‘* foot hills’ of the Sierra Nevada range 
and east of the San Joaquin river and Lake Tu- 
lares, to a point designated on the mapas ‘* Walk- 
er’s Pass,’’ thence eastwardly on, and near the 
parallel of 35° of north latitude to Zune, in longi- 
tude 32° west, across the Sierra Madre mountains 
by weil known passes through which there are 
wagon roads now in use, to Albuquerque, a town 
on the east fork of the Rio Grande, and continuing 
east on said parallel to a point about thirty-five 
miles south of Santa Fé, in the meridian of 27 
of west longitude from Washington; thence south- 
asterly to the source of Red river, and along the 
left or north bank of said river to Futron, near the 
southwest corner of the State of Arkansas. From 
this great trunk railway a St. Louis branch wil! 
begin at a point nearly dus south of Santa Fé, and 
taking a northeasterly direction will fall in with 
the road from Santa f'é to Independence, Missouri, 
at or near San Miguel, (a town on the Rio Pecos, 
and keeping with said road as near as practicable 
to the town of Independence, Missouri, thence by 
the located roads in that State, to St. Louis, thus 
connecting at that point with the great eastern 
thoroughfares of the northern and middle States 
already made or in process of construction. 

From this main or St. Louis branch at or near 
the point where it intersects the Arkansas river, a 
DusvaveE branch is proposed to Council Bluffs or 
Kanesville on the Missouri river in Iowa, and 
thence across the middle of that State, in a north- 
easterly direction to Dubuqué on the Mississippi 
river, connecting there with the great lake system 
of railroads already in operation, or in the process 
of construction. 

From Furton a branch will run northeast- 
wardly through Lirtie Rock and Francisvitte, 
situated near the foot of the New Madrid swamp, 
to Mempnis, Tennessee, another important point 
of connection of what may be denominated the 
middle system of railroads, already completed, or 
in progress, from the Atlantic coast westward, and 
at the same time connecting with the southern 
system of routes. From the same point (Fulton) 
a New Orveans branch will run southeastwardly 


AL GLOBE. 


2381 


by the way of Alexandria and Opelousas, through 


\| the middle of the State of Louisiana, to New Or- 


leans. so as to connect with the southern coast 
railways. This branch will intersect the Shreves- 
port and Vicksburg (Mississippi) railroad, thus 
connecting with the middle system of southern 
routes, by way of Jackson, Mississippi, Selma and 
Monteomery, Alabama, to Sxeumanhe Charleston, 
and Pensacola. 

The Texas branch begins at or near the source 
of Red river: thence in a southeast direction to the 
f the Colorado, and along the east bank 
of that river through Austin to Matagorda, on the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

The Orecon branch will begin south of the 
source of river, in the State of Cali 
fornia, and proceed thence northwardly near the 
“foot hills’? east of the Sacramento river to its 
source: thence along the *‘ foot hilla’’ on the west 
side of the Cascade Range of mountains, crossing 
the Columbia river near Oregon City to Fort Nis- 
conn being a safe and commodious harbor at 


source ¢ 


Stanislaus 


the head of Puget’s Sound. 
Miles 
The whole leneth of this great route from 
San Francisco to Memphis is........... 2,000 
From San Francisco to St. Louis....... 1,900 
From San Francisco to Dubuque....... 2,015 
From San Francisco to New Orleans...... 2,150 
From San Francisco to Matagorda... 1,800 


And from San Francisco to Fort Nisqually, 
De CPP. . nae cc ok.0 $000 One int penne ne Tae 


Making a total length in miles of... . «.10,695 


This aggregate length of routes will be formed 
by constructing the following main trunk and 
branches: 

Miles 

rom San Francisce, via Fulton, in Arkan 
sas, to Memphis....... Gs Ween 

The St. Louis branch from a point on the 

main trunk, thirty-five miles south of 

Santa Fé, to St. Louis....... Sasedtinwern 915 
The Dubuque branch from a point on the 

St. Louis branch, where it intersects the 

Arkansas river, to Dubuque........ Con 
The Texas branch from the source of Red 

river, on the southern bend of the main 

trunk, to the source of the Colorado river, 
and thence to Matagorda bay, on the 

BGalhsic wicie Fatwa Ses dw mali Sie ee axe 535 
The New Orleans route from Fulton to New 

CRIN i 6's We we cS HOWE cd ee oe OURO 
And the Oregon branch from San Francis- 

co, in California, to Fort Nisqually, in 

OPOBOR. cv ccicdcvecciocsccdeccdesewee 


2 0 


610 


405 


650 
Total length of railroad to be constructed... 5,115 


The means proposed to construct this railway 
and branches, are a grant from Cong ublic 
land to the States of Louisiana, Missouri, Arkan- 
sas, lowa, California, and an ippropriation 
the constru road throu 


of 





ress of } 


for 
h the Territo 

y of 152,400 square 
and this appropriat on 
is to meet the expenses of a Pacific railway and 
branches of 4,400 miles, because from the agere- 
r length of 5,115 miles is to be deducted the 
Texas branch, inasmuch as the Government of the 
United States has no public lands to grant within 
the limits of that State. 
U 





tion of the 


ries an iantity 


’ ivorecate q 


miles, or 97,536,000 acres; 
ate 


} 
pon this point, I avail myself of the occasion 
at this stage of the proceedings to say, that al 

though Texas will find a rich reward by her un 

aided construction of the road through her territory 
in the enhanced value of her public domain, and 
the development of her immense agricultural re- 
sources, and by eventually securing her a full share 
of our domestic and foreign trade, yet, as this rail- 
way is, to all intents and purposes, a Po.sT ROAD, 
within the spirit and letter of the 8th section of the 
Ist article of the Constitution, delegating express 
power in Congress ‘to establish post offices and 
post roads,’’ I think it but just and fair that she 
should be placed upon an equal footing with the 
pul lic land States through which the P; fic rail 

way will pass; and as we cannot give her Gover 

ment lands within her limits, we should aid her 
in the construction of the road by the payment of 
money out of the National Treasury. I have no 
doubt of the constitutional power of Congress to 

































































































> 


Se ee Te 8 
EE Se are 


ied, ak eae 


eet Cee 





282 








do so, and shall feel bound at the proper time to || 
advocate and press upon the attention of the Sen- | 


ate the propriety and justice of such a measure. 


Recurring, then, to the means provided by this 
bill for the construction of this Pacific railway, we | 


find that the quantity of land proposed to be granted 
equals, as stated, 97,536,000 acres, which, at $1 25 
per acre, the minimum price of the public lands, 
would amount to the sum of $121,900,000, for the 
construction of 4,400 miles ot road, leaving out of 
the calculation, for the reason indicated, the Texas 


ailes for the main trunk and branches. 


This sum will allow an average for constructing | 


the road, of $27,700 per mile. We find that the 
actual average cost of railways through the United 
States, east of the Mississippi, according to the 
census report, was only $27,300 per mile. And 


it must be noted that this sum included the cost of || 
the lands purchased for the track from private in- | 


dividuals, a material item of expense not incident 
to this railway. 


It may be added further, that in the census re- | 
port alluded to, $20,000 is set down as a reliable | 


estimate for the expense per mile in the new States; 


and I have no doubt the improved facilities of con- | 


struction will reduce the cost below this estimate; 
yet, even at that assumption, the provision now 


made would be something like $7,000 greater per | 


mile than the cost reported. 

Now, the great point is for the Government of 
the United States to take the initiative in this meas- 
ure, and to enter upon it in earnest. At once the 
popular mind will be inspired with confidence of 


success—the public will and energy will be im- | 


mediately concentrated upon it, and these yielding 
to no check, not dismayed by any obstacle, will 


surprise the world by the speed with which the | 


work will be accomplished. 
The bill now presented fixes the shortest and 


most feasible route, every mile of it having been | 


explored, and over a considerable surface of which 
even now convenient wagon routes exist. 


The reports of our Army officers and others, of | 
explorations north and south and in the vicinity | 
of its line, represent the country as remarkably | 


level, with a fertilesoil, well watered, a salubrious 


prise, which, when carried out, will draw along it 


a living stream of emigration, developing the | 
boundless agricultural and mineral resources of | 


that distant Territory, dotting it with farms, vil- 


lages, towns, and cities, and establishing in the || 
heart of the great distant West, political strength | 
to uphold and cement the principles of our popu- | 


lar institutions. 


Having shown the general object in view, the 


means suggested for its accomplishment, and its 


entire feasibility, | will now explain the instru- | 


mentality proposed for its execution. 
The nature of our confederated Union is such, 


that it becomes necessary, in this enterprise, for us | 


to consider and respect the relative powers of the 


States and General Government, and to deal with | 
each in proper regard to the constitutional scruples | 


of many of our distinguished statesmen. 


Having been educated in the State-Rights schoo] | 


of politics, | have ever felt, in the exercise of the 


powers of the General Government, the import- | 
ance of avoiding the semblance of encroachment || 


upon the reserved rights of State sovereignty, for 
in these is to be found the real strength of our in- 
stitutions. It might be within the range of possi- 
bility, but far from probability, that the strength 
of the National Government might be tried by in- 


ternal defection; the convulsions of faction are | 


strained by the shock of external attack and vio- 
lence from some mighty coalition of hostile pow- 
ers; but should this ever occur, there is a recupera- 
tive power, thank God! in our State governments, 
and in the great body of our enlightened citizens, 
who uphold them both alike, which will ever in- 


fuse new vitality, strength, and energy into the | 


General Government. 


Recurring to the instrumentality proposed, it | 


will be found that this bill authorizes the Presi- 
dent of the United States to contract for the road 
and branches so far as they fall within the limits 
of the Territories, namely, the main trunk, (exclud- 
ing the part in Texas,) to the southwest corner 


of the State of Arkansas, and the branches to the y 
west boundaries of Missouri and Iowa, and from || War, shall take all necessary measures to protect || 
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| through the territory shall be completed. 


| promptness and dispatch. 





the north boundary of California to Puget’s Sound. 
It grants the right of way for the road and 
branches, and appropriates the alternate odd-num- 
bered sections, or half the land within forty miles 
on each side of the same, 
lt grants to each of the States of Arkansas and 


Louisiana, for branches to connect at the Missis- | 


Sippi river with the railroads from the Atlantic 
sea-board, the alternate odd-numbered sections, or 
half the land, within twenty miles on each side of 


|| the route within their limits respectively. 
branch, which makes up the whole length of 5,115 | 


To each of the States of Missouri and Iowa a 
like quantity is given for branch roads from the 
termini on the Missouri river to points on the 
Mississippi, to connect with the railways now in 
progress from the Atlantic sea-board, deducting 
the lands granted to Missouri for roads at the last 
session of Congress. 

To California is conceded, on the same terms 
and conditions, alternate sections for forty miles 
on each side of this great Pacific thoroughfare, 
within her limits, authorizing also the selecuon of 
other lands to make good any deficiencies where 
the sections intended to be granted may have been 
heretofore sold, or otherwise appropriated by the 
Government. 


it prescribes the conditions of grant, that the | 


States shall, within one year after the first session 
of their respective Legislatures, commence the roads 
and complete them in five years from the passage 
of this act, allowing California ten years, or as 
much sooner as the connecting road and branches 
It stip- 
ulates that the United States mail, and all the Uni- 
ted States troops, seamen, arms, and munitions of 
war, military and naval stores, and all funds and 
property of the Government, and all officials, shall 
be conveyed over the roads free of expense to the 
United States, which shall have the preference 


over all persons or bodies-politic, when in the opin- 


1on of the President the public interest requires 
It stipulates that each 
State shall assent and comply with all of its terms 
and conditions, and Congress shall have the right, 
under specified and protective limitations, to reg- 
ulate the charge for freight and passengers. It 


|| makes it the duty of the Secretary of War, under 
climate, with prairies and woodland, having an || 
exhaustless supply of good timber and building | 
stone, and every facility for this splendid enter- | 


the direction of the President, to have the road 
located, and requires him to advertise six months 
for proposals for its construction within the Ter- 
ritories, and to contract for the same, to be com- 
pleted in not exceeding ten years from the date of 


contract—to be delivered up to the United States | 
with all the appurtenances in not exceeding thirty | 


years from the date of completion, and incorporates 
the contractors for the period of the contract, and 
for five years thereafter. It requires the President 
to issue patents to the contractors for four fifths 
of the land they are entitled to, on the completion 
of a section of one hundred miles, the remaining 
one fifth to be retained as additional security for 


| the completion of the road, and so on for each addi- 


tional section of one hundred miles. It orders that 
the contracts shall stipulate for a certain number 
of miles to be finished each year, so as to com- 
plete the whole road in ten years, and as much 


earlier as practicable, the road and branches to be | 


put in good repair by the contractors; and in case 
of a failure, to be judged of by Congress, the con- 
tracts to be annulled, and the road and lands to 
revert to the United States. 

The bill further makes the road and branches 


the property of the contractors for the term of 


their contracts, reserving, as before stated, the right 
of Congress to regulate the tolls. 

It declares, in case any State shall fail to accept 
the grants, that the Secretary of War, with the 
consent of said State, shall award contracts for the 
construction of the branches within its limits, on 


similar terms to those authorized by its previous | 


provisions. 

It provides further, that when under the con- 
tracts the road is surrendered to the United States, 
so much of it as may be within the limits of any 
State formed out of the present Territories, shall 
be granted to such State on the same terms and 
conditions as prescribed to other States receiving 
grants under the the already adveried to. 

Finally, the bill orders that the road shail be 
constructed in the most substantial manner, of the 
best materials, with all the modern improvements, 
and provides for the appointment of commission- 
ers, who, under the direction of the Secretary of 
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the public interest, and to see 


| report; this, indeed, being the actual 


| sumed at $17,700 per mile; and, in that case; | 
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- that the 
the contracts are fully and strictly complied of 
ith, 


By this bill interference with § 

is avoided. To the States is awarded ant teinty 
codperate (and it is made their interes; ne to 
in this great public measure, whilst theGe, 80) 
Government deals through its Executive a eneral 
subject in its own Territories, under the _ the 
authority of the third section of the fourth Xpress 
of the Constitution, which confers the po article 
Congress ‘‘to dispose of and make all neni 
rules and regulations respecting the tentiteen 
other property belonging to the United Sar or 
The facts already presented will show this “r 

the most profitable undertaking that was aoe > 
jected. That the lands proposed to be iene 
the minimum price of $1 25 per acre, will eiy at 
round average of $27,700 per mile for the on 
which is an excess per mile for its construction . 
$7,700 clear profit, over and above the ay = 


: rave es. 
timated cost of $20,000, as stated a 


in the census 


: ’ : : COSt per mile 
including equipments of the Cleveland and Erie 


railroad, the stock for which is now com; 
twenty-two per cent. premium; and it w 
membered that the latter work was constructed j 
a far more rigorous climate, and with greater z 
stacles than will be found over the greater Portic ; 
of the Pacific route. — 
Looking further to the fact of the constant im- 
provement in railway works, and the new and ip. 
creased facilities of the operatives, growing out of 
their experience, and the inventive talent of ourciti- 
zens, the estimate, with good reason, might be as. 


manding 
il be re. 


iere 
would be aclear profit, on theconstruction of every 
mile, of some $10,000. Add to this the increase in 
the value of the land-fund capital, which cannot fail 
to be greatly augmented by the additional yalye 
to the property which this great project itself yi 
impart; for here we have fresh unculled lands, im. 
mensely rich in minerals and agricultural resources, 


| while our experience has shown, even where this 


was not the case, as in the [Illinois donation, by 
the act of 20th September, 1850, lands along the 
route which had been in market for thirty years 


, and more, at $1 25, rapidly rose in value to more 


than $2 50 per acre, thus commanding a price 
equal to double the ordinary public land minimum, 

In addition to all these considerations, let us ex- 
amine the probable profits of the Pacific route, 
supposing that the parties constructing it had to 
pay up the full cash capital of $100,000,000, ou 
of their own pockets. We set it down asa low 
estimate that 75,000 persons will go to and from 


| California over this thoroughfare the first year, 


and that every year thereafter, for the whole period 
of the contracts, will add a large percentage to 
this number. But assuming this estimate, for 
the first and future years, and at $200 for each pas- 
senger, we will have the sum, per annum, of 
$15,000,000, giving an interest of ten per cent. on 
the capital invested, with five per cent. for repairs, 
from passengers alone, estimating nothing for 
freights. Itis not to be doubted for a moment, 
that the largest part of the lands now proposed to 
be granted, will be disposed of in exchange for 
labor; and such lands becoming settled pari pasu 
with the construction of the road, will yield a large 
additional amount of freight and tolls on the inter- 
mediate points, whilst in this way, the great ob- 


| ject of settling the country, will be advanced, and 


the value of the property donated immensely in- 
creased. 

The importance, indeed the imperious necessity, 
of immediately commencing this line of railroad 
is every day pressiog with greater force upon the 
attention of the country, and of the Congress ot 
the United States. Every civilized nation has 
shown it, in practice, to be a governmental duty 
to open up and construct thoroughfares and high- 
ways, as indispensable to the public weal. The 
history of the world, past and present, is full of 
memorable illustrations. That mighty nation 
which once ruled the earth under its forms of 
royalty, republicanism, and of empire, has left 
enduring memorials of its wisdom and of i's 
power, in nothing greater, in a material point 0! 
view, than its public roads. Augustus erected the 
Milliarium Aureum, a gilt marble pillar in the Fo- 
rum, to mark thecentral point from which the gre 
roads diverged from the seat of empire. Public 
works of this class, in charge of the censors and 
consuls in the days of the Republic, and of an 
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1853. 
' jn-chief under the Empire, were con- 
insper the Roman engineers, at an enormous 
siructed DY ‘with such solidity that some of them 
expenses ndestroyed, having stood the travel of 
are yet anneal These great improvements con- | 
—_— the cities of ancient Italy, nearly twelve 

d d in number, crossed the Alps, and pene- 
hunere he forests of the distant provinces, con- 
urated aed the hundreds of caties in Gaul, Spain, 
nected African and Asiatic cities of the Empire, 
ot ‘them all together from the center to the 
ant frontiers, as far up asthe wall of Antoni- 
atl Scotland, in the fifty-sixth degree of north | 
“ From that point a great national road, 
southeasterly direction to the Imperial | 
d to Jerusalem, formed a grand public 
hizhway, equal in its whole length to four thou- 
anal and eighty Roman, or three thousand seven 
hundred and forty statute miles. 
"These were not merely military roads for the 
transit of the Roman legions to points distant from 
the capital, but were used as affording facilities of 
intercourse for the transmission of governmental 
orders, and were in fact erected into regular pos- 
tal routes, with stations and all the requisites to 
insure speed and regularity of transit. Such as I 
have described it was the great Roman thorough- 
fare which pierced mountains, passed over rivers, 
doulfled nearly in length the main -stem of the 
Pacific railway, although including the contem- 

lated branches, it did not equal by more than one 
fourth the proposed great American highway. 

Turning our eye from the distant past to the 
opening of the present century, we are struck with 
astonishment at the extraordinary genius and en- 
ervy of the great Imperial Chief of France, who, 
after having dissolved the German Empire, de- 
feated the combined Prussian and Russian ar- 
mies, having fought the terrible battles of Eylau 
and Friedland, concluded peace at Tilsit, rushed, 
as the storm of war lulled for a season, to the 
French capital, and there, in the midst of the 
tumultuous agitation of the times, projected great | 
works of internal improvement. He gave orders 
to Cretet, his Minister of the Interior, for the con- 
struction of canals from Dijon to Paris, from the 
Rhine to the Saone, and from the Rhine to the || 
Scheldt; directed the sale of others, and the pro- 
ceeds to be applied to new works; admonished his 
minister of the evils of delay—that wars and ineffi- | 
cient men will come, and the work will remain 
incomplete; that he had made the glory of his reign 
to consist in changing the face of the territory in 
the whole Empire; that these works were neces- 
sary to the interest and prosperity of the people; | 
that we must not pass through this world without | 
leaving traces which may commend our memory | 
to posterity ; requiring his minister in a single month 
to prepare all the details, forbidding him to ask | 
for further time, and commanding him tosummon | 
to his aid the most skillful engineers and talent of | 
France, so that at the commencement of the fine | 
season, France might ‘‘ present the spectacle of a 
country without a single beggar, and where all the | 
population may be inaction to cultivate and render 
productive’’ that ‘* immense territory.” 

What might not have been expected from such 
an intellect, had he lived in the age of the appli- 
cation of steam as a locomotive power on land; 
and what would have been his triumphs in this 
nobler sphere of adding to the source of human = 
piness, had he, quenching the flames of war, vindi- 
cated and established popular sovereignty, and 
devoted his mighty energies to quickening all the 
elements of trade and commerce, diffusing the light 
of learning, and the blessings of civilization every- 
where throughout the land! Then, indeed, he 
would have realized as to France, the boast of Au- 
gustus in regard to his capital, that he had found it 
of brick, and left it of marble, and at his name pos- 
terity would have risen up and called him blessed ! 
Whata lesson to legislators and to nations! 

But we witness in the present day in European 
Governments, the progress of gigantic underta- 
kings in internal improvements, which are destined 
to throw the history of the past into the shade. 
In Russia, an iron railway chain of eommunica- 
tion, sixteen hundred miles long, is proposed, from 
Saint Petersburg, the capital of the empire, situ- 
ated near the Gulf of Finland, to Odessa, on a 
gulf of the Black Sea, connecting the Baltic and || 
Black Seas, and uniting, by way of Moscow, all 
the intervening cities, whilst England, alive toher | 


ne 


I 
jatitude. 

taking @ 
capital an 


commercial interests, is projecting new schemes |! 


| tablished and maintained.’’ 
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for shortening connection with her great Anglo- 
Indian Empire. 

For more than two centuries, all commercial and 
other intercourse between Europe and the distant 
ports of Indian and Southern Asia, had been car- 
ried on by fifteen thousand mile voyages around the 
Cape of Good Hope; but the advance of a British 
army from India by way of the Red Sea to the plains 
of Cairo in Egypt, there effecting a junction with 
troops from England against the French Egyptan 
expedition, established the practicability of a con- 
nected route in that direction of less than seven 
thousand miles. And row we find England with 
no less than three great routes communicating with 
India and China: one from Southampton through 
the English Channel, crossing the Bay of Biscay, 
through the Mediterranean to Alexandriain Egypt, 
thence by overland to Suez, down the Red Sea, 
through the Straits of Babelmandel, with a branch 
to Bombay and a direct route by Ceylon to Cal- 
cutta, and from Ceylon through the Straits of 
Malacca to Singapore, and thence up the China 
Sea to Hong Kong. There is also a regular 
monthly mail from London to Falkstone, Paris, 
and Marseilles on the Mediterranean, thence to 
Malta and Alexandria, taking the direction already | 


indicated as to the residue of the distance; and then | 


by the German overland route from London to Os- 
tend, through Belgium and Austria to Trieste, on 
the Adriatic, and passing one of the Greek Islands 
near Athens, by the lonian Islands to Corfu and 
Alexandria. 

Instead of one hundred and fifty days, India by 
these routes is brought within about a month’s pos- 
tal distance of London. But not content with all 
these triumphs over space and time, a project is 
now engaging public attention, by which a new 
and more direct overland route by railroad is pro- 
jected, which shall proceed from Calais by Ostend, 
to Cologne, through the plains of Augsburg, Lom- 
bardy, to Trieste on the Adriatic, thence in the 
valleys of Turkey in Europe, along the Euphrates 
to Bassorah on the Persian Gulf, through Persia, 
along the shores of the Gulf to Belloochistan, 
crossing the Indus, and thence to Calcutta; thus 
bringing the remote parts of the Empire within 
from a week to ten days of each other, and open- 
ing up to British trade new markets in Persia and 
Central Asia. 

Such are the mighty projects of our great mar- 


| itime rival for supremacy in the markets of the 


world. And shall this Government at this day 
pause and hesitate in prosecuting a work now so 
necessary to the interests of the American people? 
Look back upon our own history and what does 
it tell us? The first act of the Continental Con- 
gress, in 1775, was an ordinance ‘* for establishing 
a post,’’ requiring that ‘‘a line of post be appointed 
under the direction of the Postmaster General from 
Falmouth, in New England, to Savannah, in Geor- 
gia, with as many posts as he shall think fit.’”’ 
That system continued until 1782 under the Con- 
federation, when a reorganization took place, and 
it was declared that ‘‘ a continued communication 
of posts throughout the United States shall be es- 
Then the Constitution 
of the United States succeeded, speaking in a lan- 
guage too explicit to be misunderstood, devolving 
the duty upon Congress of taking charge of such 
great works of intercommunication as that now 
under consideration. 

That distinguished statesman, Mr. Jefferson, 
from the infancy of the Republic, saw the neces- 
sity of exploring an overland route to the Pacific, 
and in his message of the 15th January, 1803, 
brought the subject to the attention of Congress, 
with a view to set on foot an exploration for a 
line of communication to the Pacific or Western 
ocean, and the result was the celebrated expedi- 
tion of Lewis and Clarke. The project of event- 
ually establishing this route, then seen in the 
shadowy distance in the dawning of our national 
existence, is now before us asa reality. Public 
meetings in different portions of the country, and 
some of the most distinguished statesmen of this 
age, have proposed and advocated the great meas- 
ure of connecting the two oceans, whilst the press 
has raised its potent voice in its support. 

The establishment of a great postal route for 
disseminating information over all of that vast 
surface in our territorial bosom, now shut out from 
the noblest privileges of our institutions, is a high 
constitutional obligation, the discharge of which 
we have no right any longer to defer. 


283 


But itis notonly as a mere postal route, a great 
artery of internal communication for the dissem- 
ination of intelligence, the vital principle of our 
institutions, that we are called upon to adopt this 
measure; but it is asa means of military defense 
and security, and one, in that respect, of great 
public economy. Over the expansive surface of 
country through which this road will pass are 
numerous tribes and bands of savages, whom, in 
its present condition, the whole army of the United 
States could not keep in check, from the utter im- 
possibility of a rapid transportation of troops from 
oint to point, and the consequent inability to dis- 
odge them from their mountain defiles and fast- 
| nesses. Look at the condition in which the pen- 
insula of Florida was for years, and is at the 
presenttime. During thecampaign of the British 
army in the Punjaub country, the expense of loco- 
mouon was so great that it was estimated that 
every soldier cost £150 sterling, or about 8750, 
and of course a like sum to replace losses sus- 
tained by disease and in battle. 
When we consider the cost of military trans- 
portation over such a surface in our interior, it 
will at once appear a measure of economy to 
establish this route, along which, and branching 
off at suitable points, will be located the necessary 
military posts and Indian agenctes. As a means 
of promoting the settlement of the great interior, de- 
veloping agricultural and mineral wealth, and of 
| imparting activity to the internal trade of the coun- 
try, itis a project of the highest consequence to 
the East as well as to the West. By this grand 
thoroughfare, when completed as contemplated 
aceording to the most improved system, both in 
the railway and the locomotives, the distance from 
the seat of Government, and from the great cities 
of the eastern States, to San Francisco, will be ac- 
complished in from three to fourdays. Through 
this channel of communication will flow a con- 
tinued stream of emigration peopling these great 
valleys. The cereal product of the country, as re- 
ported for the year 1550, in the two great staples 
of wheat and corn, is immense—the former at up- 
wards of one hundred million five hundred thou- 
sand bushels, and the latter at near six hundred 
millions, and other grains in proportion. Who 
' can estimate what the aggregate grain products of 

the country will be when the next period arrives 

for taking the census! 

Our exhaustless soil, under the toiling hand of 
industry, will pour forth its cereal treasures, suffi- 
cient not only to support in abundance our own 
people, but to feed the famished millions of Europe 

| and Asia. 

With overflowing granaries, shall our farmers be 
left with their immense surplus to perish on their 
hands, when by this project the producer and con- 
sumer will be brought in proximity to each other? 
When completed, the valuable manufactures of 
the East, the importations of our rich foreign traffic 
will pour into the interior the luxuries of life, and 
all the elegancies and refinements of civilization, in 
exchange for the treasures of the earth—enriching 
every class of our citizens, and quickening all the 
elements of human industry. 

As affecting our foreign commerce and trade, con- 
fided to the special care of Congress by the Con- 

| stitution, this is a measure of the highest concern 
and in this respect deeply affecting the States 
fronting the Gulf of Mexico, and is ef transcendent 
importance to the people of California. Look at 
the commercial position she occupies in respect to 
the other members of the Union and to Asia, the 
| Japanese Islands, soon to be unsealed and open 
to our trade, to Central and South America, and 
to the Sandwich Islands, (which six hundred 
whaling ships visited in a single year,) besides 
other islandsof Oceanica. With auriferous rezions 
that defy exhaustion, with agricultural wealth, 
(the foundation of manufactures,) more valuable 
even than her mountain ridges of glittering gold, 
with harbors unsurpassed in the world, with a 
population full of enterprise, energy, skill, and ac- 
tivity in every department of the business of life, 
California, by the laws of her geographical and 
commercial position, is destined to draw within 
her golden gates the trade of Central and South 
America, with the rich traffic of the East; to hold 
the supremacy there, and be the great seat of com- 
mercial wealth and power on the Pacific ocean. 

Is she to be left disconnected from the Atlantic 
slope and Mississippi valley, and isolated from the 

|| eastern and western States by an immense un- 
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peopled territory—a territory capable of support- 
ing two hundred millions of people, but left as it 
were in a state of nature because the Government 
of the United States pauses, hesitates, or neglects 
an obvious remedy? Is she to be forced to keep 
up her connection with the elder sisterhood by a 
double sea voyage, and land passage through a 
foreign country, either by the Isthmus of Panama, 
or Nicaragua, or Tehuantepec, and that, too, bya 
violent deflection from a natural route, and at the 
hazard of interruption and separation in case of 
war, which at any moment may blaze out in Eu- 
rope, and threaten and disturb our existing peace- 
ful relations with that continent? Will the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, forgetful of the ad- 
monition of Washington, take no precautions 
against the evils of war, which may come upon 
us when least expected, and by which California 
and Oregon may be blockaded and devastated by 
hostile fleets, and our trade cut off and destroyed ? 
Shall our Pacific coast be left unaided and alone 
to battle single-handed with a cOmmon enemy, 
with the apprehension of being severed and per- 
manently separated from the Union, were not the 
valor and patriotism of our people an eternal guar- 
antee to the world that they would rally to a 
man, isolated though they may be on the Pacific 
shores, to uphold and defend our national! integ- 
rity, supremacy, and indivisibility ? 
Joes not the troubled aspect of European affairs 
admonish us of the necessity of instantly provid- 
ing against these apprehended evils? And does 
not our great commercial interests demand that 
every facility should be extended to enable us to 
avail ourselves of the advantage of position, to 
seek first to enter and preoccupy the markets of 
Asia, and establish our claims to a full share, at 
least, of the trade of the eastern hemisphere? 

Contemplating, too, our position politically, 
does it not behoove every one, of whatever party, 
to lay his sectarian principles aside and come up 
to this great work as an American, with single- 
ness of purpose, scorning all sectionality, and 
looking at the common good of our common 
country, with a fixed determination that it shall 
be completed, and that, too,as rapidly as unre- 
stricted means and human energies can accomplish 
it?) Then add its great adjunct, the ELECTRIC 
telegraph, by which our»people, with the rapidity 
of thought, will hold converse by the lightning from 
ocean to ocean, and there will be established a 
chain, binding together each member of this con- 
federated Union, every link of which, whether in 
the social, business, or political concerns of life, 
will be united and welded together by a common 
interest, a unity of purpose, and a deep-seated 
attachment to our institutions, which will defy the 
convulsions of war either to weaken or impair. 
Then this mighty political fabric, resting upon 
the basis of human rights and the solid affections 
of our people, in all its noble and majestic pro- 
portions, commanding the admiration of the world, 
will stand through distant ages as an enduring 
monument of the wisdom of our form of govern- 
ment and of the triumph of popular sovereignty. 

I have before me a map from the General Land 
Office, which has been prepared with great care 
and attention, showing the connection of this road 
with all the railroads in the United States, and I 
hope I shall be indulged in having it printed. 
There is no other map like it in existence, and I 
move thattwo thousand copies of the bill and map 
be printed for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. BELL. I would inquire whether it is the 
intention of the honorable Senator from California 
to press this subject now, and continuously until 
it is brought to a decision? 

Mr.GWIN. Yes, sir: 
it up. 

Mr. BELL. I thought from the honorable Sen- 
ator’s having made a motion to print the map to 
which he has referred, that he proposed to post- 
pone the subject. 

Mr. GWIN. 
poned. 

Mr. BELL. Gentlemen around me have asked 
whether it is proposed to take a vote to-day? I 
presume not. 


I do notintend to give 


No, sir. I do not want it post- 


Mr. GWIN. I should be very willing to take 
the vote now. 
Mr. BELL. I presume that has not been 


thought of by many gentlemen, though I should 
be very glad myself if the Senate were in a condi- 
tion to take the vote immediately on a question so 
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important. Not that I suppose the provisions of 


+ this bill, as they now stand, can receive the con- 


currence of a majority of the Senate; but what I 
do mean to say is, that I regard the subject of very 
great interest. That is not only my view now; 
but it has been, in my judgment, a subject of the 
greatest moment from the time the treaty of Gua- 
dalupe Hidalgo was ratified by the Senate of the 
United States, to have some such communication 
between the Atlantic ocean and the Pacific ocean, 
it we intend to hold those possessions. But, sir, 
the provisions of this bill are so various, they are 
so important and require so much consideration, 
that while I think it is not possible to press them 


to an immediate issue, | rise for the purpose of in- | 


quiring whether it was not the intention of the 
honorable Senator, and of the friends of this meas- 
ure, to press it earnestly upon every occasion, and 


continuously, until the Senate should be brought | 


to a vote upon it in some shape or other? 

Mr. GWIN. That is my determination. It 
is now the first special order, and has been taken 
up, and | hope we shall continue to act upon it. 
| would suggest that the bill be now taken up and 
considered by sections. | am prepared to accom- 


modate the Senator in that way, but I am deter- | 


mined ta press the question to a final vote. 

Mr. BELL. I do not rise to enter into any 
argument in regard to the details of the bill, nor 
for the purpose of urging any general considera- 
tions upon the subject. | presume there is scarcely 
a member of this body who has not turned his 
attention to the importance and necessity of some 
such communication as the one proposed by this 
bill, the importance of the construction of a rail- 
road connecting the States on the Atlantic with 
the Pacific coast, at the earlicst practicable period. 
The mode in which it shall be done; the route that 
shall be adopted; whether it should have one or 
more branches; what should be its terminus on 
this side of the Rocky Mountains, and what on 
the other side, are questions rather of detail. The 
main object and features of the proposition, how- 
ever, are such that every gentleman of the Senate 
must have settied upon, in his own mind; and 
that is, that the road must—I say must, and not 
ought to—be built at almost any cost that the re- 
sources of this country can bear; that the route 
ought to be ascertained and fixed upon and the 
work executed at the earliest date; and that the 
expenditure shall be considered at once as being 


| likely to be very large, and yet necessary to be 


incurred. Although the expense may seem ex- 
cessive even for the resources of this country, yet 
whatever it may be, if in addition to the land pro- 
posed tu be set apart for the road, there shall be 
fifty millions of money, or one hundred millions 
of money required from the Treasury, such is my 
estimate of the necessity of this work, in order to 
hold the two extremes of the country together, 
that I think even that amount would be economi- 
cal in view of many of the contingencies that 
may arise. 

Contemplate the contingency of this country be- 
ing precipitated into a war by the passions of the 
people being, eitherrightfully or wrongfully, roused 
on account of injuries or aggressions, actual or sup- 

osed, on the part of any strong maritime foreign 
verte I believe every member I have heard 
speak on these questions has said that the honor of 
the country’was always to be maintained at every 
hazard. Suppose that in order to preserve the 
honor of the country we should be precipitated into 
a war with either France or England, to say noth- 
ing of both combined, in the present condition of 
this country. Why a hundred millions expended 
now, before such a contingency may chance to 
arise, may save us two, three, four, or perhaps five 
hundred millions of expenditure which would be 
necessary to regain our foothold on the Pacific. 

Has any gentleman ever reflected for a moment 
on what would be the cost to this country of main- 
taining a conflict with any of the powerful mari- 
time States of Europe for the purpose of defending 
our territorial rights as they exist on the Pacific— 


with a coast of six hundred miles in extent—with | 


not a fort, not a gun for its defense, with no lines 
or channe!s of communication except by way of 
the isthmus and around the cape, and that in the 
face of a vastly superior maritime Power ? 

Sir, [ have thought a great deal upon the sub- 
ject, and in my opinion it would require an expend- 
iture probably of from three to five hundred mil- 
lions of dollars to preserve our honor in those 


OBE. | 


territories, and maintain our ri 


| much as [ have said. 


| before this Senate or before Congress at t 
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pop es hts : 
and jurisdiction, if we shoul te precipnas ety 
Nto 


a war, without some overland ¢ oo 

railroad with California, either with tt” > 
territory or through the northern States of M 01 
with her consent. I do not, hetiowan is €Xiep 
enlarge upon this; but I will repeat that on to 
tion to giving all of the public lands alien addi. 
the route which may be selected for this a - to 
there is but one in which the country at for 
deeply interested, and to them it is not eee ie 
consequence where the terminus east or — 
shall be—I say it would be economy, in ao 
to giving all the public domain which |; — 


ag ; r ies wit) 
the limits prescribed in the bill, to vote ay am 
j- 


tional sum of money, $10,000,000, 45 

or if need be even $100,000,000, Seana ey 

as the work may progress. _ 
I did not rise for the purpose of Saying ey 

My object was sim 

express my view of the importance of thes 

In my opinion there is no question which eq 
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ent session, and there was none at the 
sion, or at any session since the acqui 
these territories so important—conside 
position in which this country had place 
considering its rapid growth and extension of dy 
| minion, thus exciting the jealousy of foreieDen 
| ers—and considering the change in the passions of 
the people of this country, liable at any momen, 
| to be precipitated into a war with the most power. 
| ful nation in Europe, with a maritime Power te, 
| times as great as our own. Such a state of things 
| has arisen out of these circumstances that | cop. 
sider there is no subject of more importance 


|| which can engross our attention than the present 


I go further, and say, that if we do no other busi. 
ness during the present session of Congress ex. 
| cept pass the appropriation bills, the whole time 
| would be weil spent in maturing this measure, | 
| repeat, | rose for the purpose of expressing my 
| earnest desire that the particular friends of this 
| proposition—the gentlemen from the more wester 
| States, who have a local interest in it, and without 
whose coéperation I perceive that nothing is like} 
to be done—will follow it up until the Senate shal 
come to a vote upon it; and if they had been agreed 
| before, we could have had something decided upon 
| three years ago, but they were not agreed as to the 
termini of the road. I hope they will lose no o- 
casion of pressing the bill to the full consideration 
| and decision of the Senate, so that, if possible, it 
may reach the House, and receive the approbation 
| of that body during the present Congress. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I concur in 
all that the Senator from Tennessee has said in 
| relation to the importance of this measure. In 
my judgment, it is equaled by no question which 
has been or will be presented to us for our consid- 
| eration at this session of Congress; and | shall 
coéperate, with great cheerfulness, in urging this 
measure forward in connection with the Senator 
who has brought it before the Senate. Still I de 
not believe it is expedient or proper that we should 
| now proceed to vote upon a measure which en- 
braces in its details so many questions as are con- 
nected with the bill now before us. It will not be 
forgotten that there was a bill reported at the last 
| session of Congress from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. It will be remen- 
_bered that the Committee on Territories reported 
another proposition, and it is also, I apprehend, 
| within the knowledge of Senators, from the in 
formation which has been obtained from the pub- 
lic press, and from individuals who feel an interest 
in this matter, that there are still other plans tobe 
proposed by which this work shall be consum- 
mated. It is a great work. What is the best 
| mode of proceeding? Which of the various 
schemes is that which commends itself to the con- 
sideration of the Government in the greatest de 
'gree? These are questions which are practical, 
and must, before we vote intelligently, be settled 
| in our own minds. 
Now, I suppose that before we vote upon this 
bill, it would be proper that all these various pro- 
jects should be fairly considered by the Senate, 
for the purpose of ascertaining, first, which offers 
the greatest security for rapid construction;— 
| which offers the greatest security for a construc: 
| tion within any given period of time; and which 
| offers the greatest amount of economy to the Gov- 
ernment. These dre questions which the Senator 
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-conia has not discussed; nor was it | 

from Cae he duel have discussed them. He | 
prone ved at this asa national question—one con- | 
} 7 with our social relations, and with our 
nect a But, before we vote upon the bill, | 
comme most fully with the Senator from Tennes- 
concur + we should examine all its details. And 
my Ven the last Senator who would interpose 
while ‘ection to it, and while I am amongst those | 
any 0%) | be foremost in urging this matter to a || 


sy wil . } 
¥ nsummation, I trust that no vote will be pressed 


ons the Senate to-day. I hope there are gentle- | 
po who will examine these details, and who will | 
m 

| 


d to present to the Senate their views at 
1 if not, reluctant as I always am to ad- 
may be compelled to perform | 


be prepare 
length; anc 
dress the — I 
het tas rself. 
bt tA ALLER. Mr. President, 1 am in favor | 
f the great object of this bill, and I think it 
should be made the leading measure of this ses- 
| desire, as far as I have anything to do, 
during this session, with Oe es of the 
Senate, that we should recall, i possible, the oub- 
jic mind from certain outside questions which have 
agitated us during the last few sessions—I mean | 
foreign relutions—and direct the attention of Con- | 
cress to our internal affairs—to the great improve- 
> ents, and to thegreat progress of the age at home. |) 
[ shall, therefore, on all occasions, aid the Sen- 
ator from California in pressing this measure on | 
the consideration of the Senate; but I think if he 
were to urge it at this time, we should be pro- | 
ceeding without that information which is neces- 
sary even to vote upon the details-of the bill, with 
anything like an intelligent view of the subject. 

The Senator himself has made a speech to-day | 
containing a great many interesting facts; and I | 
have no doubt it will be the desire of the Senate | 
to look into, and inform themselves in regard to |! 
them. He hasalso presented a map, showing the |! 
location and situation of the great leading railroad 
thoroughfares of the country, in connection, I 
suppose, with this great route to the Pacific. As 
one great question, and perhaps the most difficult 
question to settle in connection with this subject, 
will be in regard to the location of the route, we 
want information upon that subject; and before we 
can take one step with regard to the details of the 
bill, we ought to be informed in reference to the 
proposed points. I hope, therefore, that the Sen- || 
ator will consent to postpone the bill to some fu- 
ture day, and if he will name any day that will 
be agreeable to him, I shall move that it be post- 
poned until that time. 

Mr.GWIN. Mr. President, I will move that 
the further consideration of the subject be post- | 
poned until to-morrow. I wish to keep this meas- | 
ure before the Senate. It is now the first in | 
order, and I am determined to press it to a vote. | 
[have no very determined opinion in regard to 
the measure I have presented. I am in favor of 
any practicable plan of building a railroad to the 
Pacific. | have brought this bill forward, because | 
I have examined the subject with a great deal of 
attention and care, and I thought this wasa prac- 
tical and practicable measure. I believe the road 
can be built on the route which I have indicated 
in the bill; I have no ‘doubt of it. I have in my | 
port-folio evidence which cannot be controverted, 
showing the practicability of the route: evidence 
from those whe have traveled over it, from offi- | 
cers of the Army, from trappers, men who have 
been for twenty or thirty years examining that 
section of country. We have got on this route 
those passes through the mountains which we | 
want. We have all the advantages for the main 
trunk of the road, which is the great object at 
least. I have evidence which I shall at a proper 
time submit to the Senate, which proves unques- 
ionably that the road can be made on that route. 
All | want is to have action on the bill, and early | 
section, by the Senate. I am not for pressing it | 
‘0 a vote to-day; but if gentlemen are prepared 
‘or the vote, I'am, and I always have been pre- 
pared. I hope the Senate wil act speedily. 1 
am willing, however, to let the subject go over till 
to-morrow. 

_ Mr. DAVIS. I suppose no member of the || 
Senate will view this in any other light than as a || 
neeaars of very great importance. I rise to say, || 
me one, that I am gratified that it has been 
It seems 


sion. 





rought to the attention of the Senate. 


: me that the time has come when our experience | 
taches us a lesson which we should ‘not soon | 


if 


| the honorable member from California. 
| know that [ heard the bill read correctly, and | 
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forget. We have been here for days discussing 
the terms and conditions of a treaty, and the man- 
ner in which it has been executed. Our attention 
has been hitherto directed to inter-oceanic commu- 
nication through a foreign territory, which at all 
times, and under al! circumstances, will be ham- 
pered with conditions and difficulties that tend to 
the obstruction of the enterprise. I have been, 
in my own mind, for a long time prepared to se- 
cure, by some means or other, intercommunica- 
tion between the Atlantic and the Pacific coast 


| upon our own territory; to have a highway of 


our own, which will be subject to no interference 
from any quarter whatever; and I am free to say, 
that I believe that to be one of the most effectual 
means which human ingenuity can devise of 
binding and uniting this Union together. Create 
a unity of interest, and you have a unity of feel- 
ing. 

Sut, sir, this isa great measure—it is very grave 
in its character; and what I should desire, if 1 am 
called upon to vote, is to vote for the best means 
of intercommunication between the Atlantic and 
the Pacific. If a route is to be selected, | wish it 
to be the best route for commercial purposes, for 
trade and intercourse; and I recret that the Senator 
from California should have thought it expedient 
in his bill to indicate any route whatever. I wish 
to see this whole question entirely open for further 
investigation, exploration, and examination. 

Why, sir, the honorable gentleman proposes to 
make some ten thousand miles of railroad, and so 
far as | understand, not one foot of it has been 
explored by engineers for that purpose. This 
does not detract from its merits, or its importance. 
It only shows the propriety of leaving this ques- 
tion to future investigation. Letus leave the ques- 
tion in some form, so that that location of a high- 
way may be taken which shall best subserve the 
great interests of the country. For myself, I can 
have no feeling on this subject influenced by any 
local considerations. I have no motive but to go 


| for the very best route which can be obtained. 


While up, I will make another suggestion to 
I do not 


watched his remarks to see if there was any notice 
of one point there; but the bill only provides, as | 
understood it, for the construction of a road, and 
nothing else. Let me tell my honorable friend 
that this does not begin to get a communication 
through the country. You want the equipments 


| of a road; you want stations; you want watering- 


places; you want locomotives; you want all the 
means of intercommunication; and they will cost 
you one third of the whole expense. If they are 
not provided for in the bill, you will simply have 
a track; and when you get it, you will have noth- 
ing to put upon it in order to move. If that be 
so, itis a great defect in the bill, and one that must 
be remedied, for there should be some provision 
to secure the means of moving on the road when 
you obtain it. 

I do not throw out these suggestions by way of 


| objection. I merely wish to bring the attention of 


gentlemen to the subject, to show them that it is 
one of great magnitude; one of many details, and 
requiring very great and very careful consideration 
to secure it properly. I am ready to coéperate 


| with the honorable Senator from California in do- 


ing that; but it is-not to be dene inaday. It re- 
quires care, and attention, and examination, to 
mature a subject of this kind. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, although I 
have not been anxious to be heard early on this 
question, | am quite unwilling that the State from 
which I come, and the commercial emporium 
which is located within it, sha]! suffer a day’s de- 
bate to pass, without giving utterance of a hearty 
concurrence in the solicitude which has been mani- 
fested from all parts of the House for the construc- 
tion and the speediest possible construction of the 
Pacific railroad. I rise with that view, as well as 
for the purpose of expressing the thanks which 
are eminently due to the honorable Senator from 
California, Who has brought the subject before us 
in a bill which, whatever may be its defects, is, 
considering the magnitude dod tha novelty of the 
case, so admirably digested; and for having pre- 
sented the merits and importance of thie great 
work of internal improvement in a manner so 
just, and I might say, corresponding to the mag- 
nificence of the work itself. 

Sir, Ihave observed, in the prosecution of works 


"body else shall offer a better 
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of internal improvement, that there is much Jess 
difficulty in bringing the pubhe mind and the 
minds of legislative bodies to the adoption of a 
favorable view of an enterprise, than there is in 
fixing the plan and the route for the prosecution 
of the improvement; and I see at once that these 
are to be the great difficulties which the present 
enterprise is to encounter in this body, and in the 
other branch of Congress. Those difficulties will 
probably disclose themselves in a more formidable 
shape than | have supposed, or than any of us 
have supposed. With reference to that point, I 
wish to be distinetly understood now. 

I think that the estimate of the honorable Sena- 
tor from California, of the cost of the construction 
of the road, is perhaps too light. He tells us it 
may be built for $17,000 possibly, and certainly 
for $27,000 per mile. I hope so; but when I con- 
sider that it is to be made, throughout its entire 
length, through a region at present uninhabited, 
it strikes me the requisite amount will be much 
greater. 

Mr. GWIN. 


tive expense. 


I did not state that as the posi- 
I said that this bill appropriated 
$27,700 for each mile, provided the land donated 
would bring $1 25 an acre; that is the provision of 
the bill. 

Mr. SEWARD. 1 believe the iron for such a 
railroad would cost, at present prices, $9,000 a 
mile. I mention this for the purpose of saying 
that whether the road costs $27,000 or $47,000 a 
mile, or whether it is to be paid for in land or in 
money, | am in favor of it out and out, through and 
through, right out and straightforward, from be 
rinning to end. And I know no other way in 
which we can properly approach it except by 
coming to its consideration with the fixed purpose 
of going through with it successfully to the end. 

1 hope I may be allowed to say that I believe 
the great difficulty consists in beginning. If no 

plan than this, or 
another plan for our consideration, [am prepared 
to vote for this now. I am prepared to hear others 
propose their plans. I have no prepossessions in 
favor of this; but it strikes me to be an very good 
one to begin upon, and when we once herin with 
a determination togo through, we shal! go through. 

I hope, therefore, that the honorable Senator 
from California will insist upon calling up the bill 
to-morrow, that other plans, if there be any, will 
be offered, and that he will not suffer foreign rela- 
tions, or political relations, or party relations, or 
anything else, to interfere with this project until it 
shall have gone through the Senate of’ the United 
States. 

I confess, sir, that this is the proudest day ex 
cept one, that I have ever seen in the Senate of 
the United States. The proudest day that I ever 
saw in the Senate was the day when that honor 
able Senator and another came into this body, rep 
resentatives of an American State, on the shores 
of the Pacific ocean. It was the proudest day 
that I have ever seen in political life. : 

Next after it, I think, is this day, on which a 
Senator from the Pacific ocean does, what, we al! 
then foresaw would be done by Senators from 
those regions, call us up to the work of extending 
our communications to them, and our defense and 
protection around them and over them. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I think the expres 
sion of these general views wil! be useful, at any 
rate, whatever course the menstre may take. | 
have already taken occasion to say that no man 
estimates the value of this road higher than I do: 
and, within the constitutional powers of this ¢ 
ernment, all our efforts should be directed t 
construction. ButI foresaw then, and so stated, 
and it is still more apparent now, and will be yet 
more apparent from day to day,—that there is dan- 
ger of frittering away our strength on mere local 
questions as to the termination of the road. 

With respect to the general idea of a railroad 
to the Pacific, I am in favor of it, and I shall vote 
for it most cheerfully; but I think I cannot vor 
for this bill as itis. It is entirely too magnificent 
forme. I want a road, and for the present I want 
one road, and only one road, for one is all we can 
getnow The great objectis to geta direct steam 
communication between the Mississippi and the 
Pacific. I do not care where you tou sh the Mis- 
sissippi, because, when you get there, wherevei 
you are, you will be in the center of the country, 
and you can go ina day, or two days, or thi 
days, to almost any part of it. My oliject, 
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fore, is to get a direct road from the Pacific to some 
practicable point on the Mississippi, wherever it 
may be best. I do not know where the route 
should be. [ have not the slightest idea in the 
world upon that point; at least [ have not such an 
idea of the topography of the country as would 
justify me in voting in favor of a particular route. 
My own impression is this: that general provision 
should be made in the bill, in general terms, for 
the means by which the road is to be constructed, 
and then the details should be put upon the Ex- 
ecutive, and the Executive, by a proper commis- 
sion, to be appointed by the authority of law, 
should ascertain where the route ought to be, and 
the whole circumstances connected with it. 

That is my view. Iam totally unprepared to 
vote upon any particular route; and most assur- 
edly it requires no spirit of prophecy to foretell 
that if you undertake to makenow, what the hon- 
orable Senator from Massachusetts says are ten 
thousand miles of railroad, instead of making a 
direct route from the Mississippi to the Pacific, 
you will have an utter failure. It cannot be done. 
It is a great mistake to suppose that any such 
project can be accomplished now. 

Mr. GWIN. The Senator will permit me to 
say that I only propose five thousand miles of 
railroad. There will, however, be ten thousand 
miles of travel. 

Mr. CASS. If wecan get a direct line from St. 
Louis or Memphis, to the Pacific, at a distance of 
two thousand miles, let usselect that. Do not let us 
send off branches, then, in other directions, with no 
other apparent object than to gain strength. The 
bill has strength enough now in the hearts of the 
people; and such a course will, in my opinion, 
weaken the project; for many men would like to 
vote for the principle of the measure, who would 
not desire to see the public means diverted to favor 
a particular place. What the honorable gentle- 
man from California wants, and what we all want, 
is to unite the Pacific with this part of the country. 
We do not want to diverge from one point to 
another, simply with a view of gaining favor for 
the route, or answering any local or temporary 
purpose. All we want is a great road to bind us 
together; and no gentleman can express himself 
more strongly upon that subject than I feel. 

There are some constitutional questions con- 
nected with the construction of this road which 
will come up in the course of discussion,and they 
will require consideration; but the main object 
upon which we are nearly all agreed is the estab- 
lishment of a road by means within the consti- 
tutional powers of this Government. And we? 
should do it practically; that is, in such a manner 
that we can ascertain the proper direction, and the 
proper termini, and the proper mode. These are 
points, some of them, which must be regulated by 
statutory provision, and some, in my opinion, by 
Executive administration. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, the great dan- 
ger of this project, it seems to me, is its magnifi- 
cence and grandeur. The idea of having a com- 
munication from the Atlantic to the Pacific ocean 
has its fascinations, no doubt; but I must be per- 
mitted to say that italso has its delusions. I have 
no idea that one generation should anticipate pos- 
terity. The project of the honorable Senator from 
California is a project which, perhaps, posterity, 
ten ortwenty yearsfrom this time, may accomplish; 
but [ must say that I cannot vote blindfolded upon 
such a proposition without some knowledge of 
my own. have every confidence that he has 
given us in the bill the best route, because it has 
the sanction of his judgment and investigation. 
The admirable speech which he has delivered has 
convinced me that he has bestowed more attention 
upon this subject than any of us; certainly far 
more than I have been able to bestow upon it. 
But suppose, as has been intimated by the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, it should turn out, when 

you build the road, that you have nothing but the 
iron and rails laid down; you would be like the 
man who built a mill, and when he went to turn 
it, had no water. I want something like a recon- 
noissance or survey; I want the opinion of re- 
sponsible agents or commissioners, who may go 
out from this Government; and I want such in- 
formation before me as will enable me to see how 
far we can embark in an enterprise of this kind. 
My motto, as I have often repeated it in this 
body, so far as regards this progressive age, is, 
gat cito si tuto. I should like to know, in the first || 
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place, whether we can embark in this enterprise || 


with the certainty of accomplishing it. 

But | do not mean to intimate that I shall vote 
for the bill, even if its practicability be established, 
because | have constitutional objections upon this 
point, which are well known totheSenate. I have, 
however, been in this body long enough to know 
that we have survived the Constitution, and that all 
projects of this kind are to be effected independent 
of the Constitution. If it is to be effected inde- 
pendent of the obligations of the Constitution, it 
resolves itself into a question of legislative discre- 
tion. Then let us have all the wisdom upon the 
subject—I mean the wisdom which the light of 
experience can shed upon. it, and. the lichs e-hsal 
intelligen 
this route 
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section of country; and hence, divisions of coun- 
sels arise upon that point. 
difficulty will be obviated by the suggestion of the 
Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] that the se- 
lection of the route be left to the Executive. 
very same influences which are brought to bear 
upon Congress, will be brought to bear upon him, 
and will embarrass him in the selection of a route, 


so that it will be a very difficult matter for him to || 
decide upon the proper route for the construction || 


of the road. 

In reflecting upon this subject, one thing has 
suggested itself to my mind as most important. 
The Government cannot build this road, because 
it would require an immense expenditure, and per- 
haps no practical result would come from it. It 
must be left, then, to private enterprise. It will 
require a vast amount of capital. I think the Sen- 
ator from California [Mr. 
mates entirely too low. 
such a road built at a cost of $35,000 per mile from 
the Mississippi to the Pacific ocean. It will take 
an immense amount of capital, and if you will 
throw open as far as possible the choice of the 


route to those who will construct the road and in- | 


vest their money in the work, requiring suitable 
guarantees that it shall not operate as a monopoly 
injuriously, that will be the best place which they 
will select; because they, as a matter of course, 
will select the point where they can make their 
investment most profitable by the transportation 
of passengers and freight. That will be the point 
where injustice will not be done, and if particular 
local interests are not to be regarded, that will be 
the most suitable location for the route. 

Another difficulty which presents itself, is the 
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road. There are 


want of means to construct the 
vast differences of opinion among honorable § 
ators upon this subject. The honorable S — 
from California and myself believe that th = 
upon the route will pay for it. Tam not as . 
our anxiety to have the road constructed a 


furnish us with some facts upon the Subject, | 
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the Senator from California is, perhaps, st 

anxious, because he is more direetly interest d 

it. These are things that ought to be conside - 

It is before the Senate, and it is a very im sed, 

measure, and we cannot move until we eetiant 

some means by which we canoget Over th. »— 
= t 


.--—~= —~ prupyerul Wien made 
print two thousand extra copies of my bill willh 


agreed to, so that we can have it as the basis of 
our action on the subject. That is what I wish; 
and I hope the Senator from Texas, and other 
Senators, will bring forward propositions to amend 
it. Ido not pretend that mine is the best one, It 
| is the best in my judgment, but I may be mis- 
| taken. I know the route is practicable, and I have 
given my views on the subject, with no wish to 
deceive the Senate. My object is to keep the 
measure before the Senate until it is acted upon— 
until we mature a plan, and adopt some one of 
|| the propositions which may be submitted,as | 

believe the majority of “the body are for establish- 
/ing a road between the Atlantic and Pacific. | 
now move that the further consideration of the 
subject be postponed until to-morrow, and that 
two thousand extra copies of the bill be printed 
for the use of the Senate. , 

Mr. RUSK. I desire, with the permission o! 
| the Senate, to lay on the table an amendment 
which I propose to offer, and ask that it may be 
printed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Norais 
in the chair.) If there be no objection, the pro- 
posed amendment will be ordered to be printed. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. MANGUM. I desire to inquire of 
honorable Senator from California if there have 
| been any copies of this bill printed and laid upon 
| the tables of Senators? 

Mr. GWIN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MANGUM. I have not one. 
| Mr. BELL. I would suggest that there are 
! other projects before the Senate which should alto 
‘| be printed. There is the project of Mr. Whitney, 
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ay ee for three years past. It will be but fair 
ag ve all these_ measures before us; and if they 
to na ~ 


I move that they be printed. 

* vr. RUSK. Mr. Whitney’s bill was reported 
. the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
ear last session, and the usual number of 


e not printed, 


> ade at the : : 
ne rinted, though I believe they are quite 


pies Was P | 3 : 7 
— and ee might be well to print it again. 
a BELL. It is suggested that they are not 


be had. [ move, therefore, that the usual num- 
sal that bill, and also of the bill reported from 
Bee eamittee on Territories at the last session, 
the yaad favthenac of the Sanat Bites 
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accurmeuntormation than we now have, since we 
certainly have not enough information now to 
enable us to select any one to the exclusion of all 
others, and we have many routes pressing upon 
our attention. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I have been requested to pre- 
sent another bill in relation to this matter, in which 
some of our citizens are interested; and I ask that 
itmay be printed, that we may consider it in con- 
nection with the other bill. 
citizens of New York, and is in the form of an 
act. I hope it may be printed with the other bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there is no 
objection, the bill will be received and printed. 

No objection was made, and the bill was ordered 
to be printed. 

_Mr.GWIN. I renew my motion to postpone 
the further consideration of the bill until to-mor- 
row, and that two thousand extra copies of it be 
printed for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. BADGER. How can you have two thou- 
sand copies of it printed by to-morrow? 

Mr.GWIN. It will not come up to-morrow. 

Mr. BADGER. Why then do you say “to- 
morrow,”’ which is private bill day ? 

Mr. BORLAND. It will make it come up on 
the nee bill day. 

Mr. BADGER. lind: then, to postpone it 
| until the first public business day. I move to 

postpone it until] Monday. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from California modify his motion ? 

Mr.GWIN. I wish to postpone the bill until 
‘o-morrow, with the understanding that it will not 
come up until Monday. 

Mr. BADGER. [ withdraw my motion. 
Mr. BRADBURY. 
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er, if we postpone the bill until the map is printed, 
it will not be so late a period that we will not be 
able to act upon it at this session ? 

Mr. GWIN. No, sir. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I desire to know how soon 
the map can be printed. I would like to have the 
opinion of the chairman of the Committee on 
Printing on the subject. 

Mr. BORLAND. I eannot say, for myself; 
but I learn from the Senator from California that 
arrangements can be made, and perhaps have 
been partially made, by which the map can be 
furnished early next week. 
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convenuon of citizens held in the city of St. Louis, 
Missouri, praying fora grant of land to aid in the 
construction of a railroad west of the Mississippi 
river, from New Orleans to the central region of 
Minnesota Territory. 

Mr. LETCHER. Iam compelled to make the 
same objection to this memorial as I did to the 
resolution of the Delegate from Oregon. 

Mr. DARBY. I would ask as a favor that the 
gentleman withdraw his objection. I have not 
troubled the House much, and. do not intend to; 
and I now only ask the reception of the memorial, 
and its reference to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

| Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman can as well 
present it under the rules. 

Mr. DARBY. It is a memorial to which I par- 
| ticularly desire to call attention, and to give a par- 
ticular reference; and if objection had not been 
made, my object would have been accomplished 
before this time. I trust the gentleman will with- 
draw his objection and show me this courtesy 
which other members of the House have so kindly 
extended towards me. 

[Cries of ‘* Withdraw the objection!’’] 

Mr. LETCHER. I! will withdraw my objec- 
tion to the introduction of the gentleman’s memo- 
rial as well as to the introduction of the resolution 
of the Delegate from Oregon, [Mr. Lawe,} because 
I cannot make a discrimination between the two. 

Mr. LANE. | then ask that the resolution | 
have presented, and which has been read at the 
| Clerk’s desk, may be adopted. 

Mr. STANLY. 1 object. The Committee on 
Ways and Means have already too much to do. 

r. LANE. Then I will move that it be re- 
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Mr. STANLY. f object to that also, 

Mr. DARBY. I now meve, as objection has 
been withdrawn, that the memorial, the purport of 
which I have stated, be referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

CLOSE OF DEBATE. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
a resolution was submitted, previous to the ad- 
journment last evening, for the termmation of de- 
bate in the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, on the bill to suppress the circula~ 
tion of small notes as a currency in the District 
of Columbia, in five mimutes after the considera- 
tion shall again be resumed, and that the previous 
question has been demanded. ‘The question now 
is, Shall the demand for the previous question be 
seconded ? 

The call for the previous question was seconded , 
and the main question was then ordered to be put. 
The question was taken, and the resolution was 

adopted. 
RETIRED LIST. 

Mr. GORMAN. TI now renew the request [ 
made yesterday morning, that the bill of the Sen- 
ate, now upon the Speaker’s table, providing for 
a retired list in the Army, be taken up and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. It is usual 
to refer all important cases to committees so soon 
as they come fom the Senate, and I trust no objec- 
tion will be interposed to my motion. Unless the 
bill is now referred, it will have but littl chance 
of being acted upon at this session. 

Mr. LETCHER. |! object. 

Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Enrolled 

sills, reported back as correctly enrolled the fol- 
lowing joint resolution; which thereupon received 
the signature of the Speaker : 

A joint resolution for the appointment of Regents 
in the Smithsonian Institution. 

COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS. 

Mr. WILCOX. I have risen to what I deem 
a question of privilege. | ask to be discharged 

from the Committee on Military Affairs, and | 
will occupy a few moments in giving the reasons 
why I make the request. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can indulge 
in discussion only by unanimous consent. 

Mr. WILCOX. I hope the House will indulge 
me. I was summoned by the chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs to attend the sittings 
of that committee on Tuesday and Friday of each 
week. In pursuance of that summons, | have pre- 
sented myself regularly atthe appointed time. Up 
to the present time a quorum of that committee 
has not met for the transaction of business. I feel 
unwilling that the public shall hold me responsible 
for the proper discharge of business, which it ie 
impossible for me to discharge without the co- 
operation of the members of that committee. Im- 
portant matters have been referred to that commit- 
tee by the message of the President of the United 
States, by the report of theSecretary of War, con- 
cerning the Territories of Utah, New Mexico, and 
Oregon. Many important matters have also been 
referred to that committee from the Senate; and in 
fact, the table of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs is groaning beneath the weight of business 
referred to them, and which, up to the present 
time, has not been taken into consideration by it. 
What will be the result, sir, if the committee fail 
te examine and report on the matters referred te 
them? It will amount to this, a virtual repudia- 
tion of every matter referred to them. Atthe next 
meeting of Congress a new committee will meet 
there, and looking over the journals afid pro- 
ceedings of this committee, they will see matters 
referred to it, which had not been examined and 
reported upon, and they will take it for granted that 
the business referred had been repudiated by that 
committee. Hence, ! am unwilling that any op- 

robrium shall attach to me by the faslure of mem- 
fe of the committee to meet. | therefore most 
respectfully ask the Speaker of the House, that he 
will excuse me from serving upon that committee. 

Besides the reasons | have already stated, it 
takes two hours of my time to attend the meetings 
of that committee, which I could devote to the 
transaction of business before the Departments of 
the Government for my constituents. 

The SPEAKER. Shall the gentleman be dis- 


charged from further service ? 
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fore, is to get a direct road from the Pacific to some 
practicable point on the Missiasippt, wherever it 
may be best. I do not know where the route 
should be. [ have not the slightest idea in the 
world upon that point; at least | have not such an 
idea of the topography of the country as would 
justify me in voting in favor of a particular route. 
My own impression 1s this: that general provision 
should be made in the bill, in general terms, for 
the means by which the road is to be constructed, 
and then the details should be put upon the Ex- 
ecutive, and the Executive, by a proper commis- 
sion, to be appointed by the authority of law, 
should ascertain where the route ought to be, and 
the whole circumstances connected with it. 

That is my view. I! am totally unprepared to 
vote upon any particular route; and most assur- 
edly it requires no spirit of prophecy to foretell 
that if you undertake to makenow, what the hon- 
orable Senator from Massachusetts says are ten 
thousand miles of railroad, instead of making a 
direct route from the Mississippi to the Pacific, | 

ou will have an utter failure. It cannot be done. 

t is a great mistake to suppose that any such 
project can be accomplished now. 

Mr. GWIN. The Senator will permit me to 
say that I only propose five thousand miles of 
railroad. There will, however, be ten thousand 
miles of travel. 

Mr. CASS. If wecan get a direct line from St. 
Louis or Memphis, to the Pacific, at a distance of 
two thousand miles, let usselect that. Do not let us 
send off branches, then, in other directions, with no 
other apparent object than to gain strength. The 
bill has strength enough now in the hearts of the 
people; and such a course will, in my opinion, 
weaken the project; for many men would like to 
vote for the principle of the measure, who would 
not desire to see the public means diverted to favor 
a particular place. What the honorable gentle- 
man from California wants, and what we all want, 
is to unite the Pacific with this part of the country. 
We do not want to diverge from one point to 
another, simply with a view of gaining favor for 
the route, or answering any local or temporary 
purpose. All we want is a great road to bind us 
together; and no gentleman can express himself 
more strongly upon that subject than I feel. 

There are some constitutional questions con- 
nected with the construction of this road which 
will come up in the course of discussion, and they 
will require consideration; but the main object 
upon which we are nearly all agreed is the estab- 
lishment of a road by means within the consti- 
tutional powers of this Government. And we 
should do it practically; that is, in such a manner 
that we can ascertain the proper direction, and the 
proper termini, and the proper mode. These are 
points, some of them, which must be regulated by 
statutory provision, and some, in my opinion, by 
Executive administration. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, the great dan- 
ger of this project, it seems to me, is its magnifi- 
cence and grandeur. The idea of having a com- 
munication from the Atlantic to the Pacific ocean 
has its fascinations, no doubt; but I must be per- 
mitted to say that italso has its delusions. I have 
no idea that one generation should anticipate pos- | 
terity. The project of the honorable Senator from | 
California is a project which, perhaps, posterity, 
ten ortwenty yearsfrom this time, may accomplish; 
but I must say that I cannot vote blindfolded upon 
such a proposition without some knowledge of 
my own. I have every confidence that he has 
given us in the bill the best route, because it has 
the sanction of his judgment and investigation. 
The admirable speech which he has delivered has 
convinced me that he has bestowed more attention 
upon this subject than any of us; certainly far 
more than I have been able to bestow upon it. 
But suppose, as has been intimated by the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, it should turn out, when 

you build the road, that you have nothing but the 
iron and rails laid down; you would be like the 
man who built a mill, and when he went to turn 
it, had no water. I want something like a recon- 
noissance or survey; I want the opinion of re- | 
sponsible agents or commissioners, who may go 
out from this Government; and [ want such in- 
formation before me as will enable me to see how 
far we can embark in an enterprise of this kind. 
My motto, as I have often repeated it in this 
body, so far as regards this progressive age, is, 
sat cito si tuto. I should like to know, in the first |) 
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place, whether we can embark in this enterprise 
with the certainty of accomplishing it. 

But | do not mean to intimate that I shall vote 
for the bill, even if its practicability be established, 
because | have constitutional objections upon this 
point, which are well known totheSenate. I have, 
however, been in this body long enough to know 
that we have survived the Constitution, and that all 
projects of this kind are to be effected independent 
of the Constitution. If it is to be effected inde- 
pendent of the obligations of the Constitution, it 
resolves itself into a question of legislative discre- 
tion. Then let us have all the wisdom upon the 
subject—I mean the wisdom which the light of 
experience can shed upon it, and the light which 
intelligent men who may be employed to survey 
this route can give us. 

It is possible that I may exert some influence 
over this subject by my vote, because if there be a 
difference between routes, or a difference as to one 
project over another, | may cast my influence one 
way oranother. I may do so,and many of those 
who are situated in the same predicament with 
me may be compelled to do so. 1 have not the 
least idea of embarking in this discussion, but I 
think this is a measure which requires attentive 
consideration. 

If projects are to commend themselves to us by 
their magnificence, this is a very great and grand 
one, and will immortalize the gentleman. I do 
not know, as I said before on several occasions, 
whether, after a while, we shall not have a bill in- 
troduced here to hasten the millennium, because 
that might be rather a grander project. I cannot 
undertake to commit myself to one or the other, 
but [ have no idea of taking a vote upon the bill 
at this time. 

Mr. RUSK. I hope the honorable Senator 
from South Carolina will reconsider his notion 
that this railroad will not hasten the millennium. 

Mr. BUTLER. I do not think it will. 

Mr. RUSK. I think it is perfectly practicable 
to be accomplished, and I think also that it is a 


duty which we owe to the citizens of California, | 


to construct such a road, and [ think it is proper 
as a precautionary measure in case we should have 
trouble with foreign Powers. [tis eminently prac- 
ticable, I have no idea but that upon the abstract 
question of the construction of a railroad from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific, there is a majority of both 
Houses of Congress in favor of it. I believe that 
there has been for the last four or five years a 
majority, whenever a practicable project should 
come before us, who would be in favor of it. But 
we split upon the route. Here is the difficulty 
which we must surmount. As a matter of course, 
the representatives of each State will look to the 
locality which will most benefit their particular 
section of country; and hence, divisions of coun- 
sels arise upon that point. I do not see that that 
difficulty will be obviated by the suggestion of the 
Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] that the se- 
lection of the route be left to the Executive. The 
very same influences which are brought to bear 
upon Congress, will be brought to bear upon him, 
and will embarrass him in the selection of a route, 
so that it will be a very difficult matter for him to 
decide upon the proper route for the construction 
of the road. 


In reflecting upon this subject, one thing has | 


suggested itself to my mind as most important. 
The Government cannot build this road, because 
it would require an immense expenditure, and per- 
haps no practical result would come from it. It 
must be left, then, to private enterprise. It will 
require a vast amount of capital. I think the Sen- 
ator from California [Mr. Gwin] has put his esti- 
mates entirely too low. I shall be satisfied to see 
such a road built at a cost of $35,000 per mile from 
the Mississippi to the Pacific ocean. It will take 
an immense amount of capital, and if you will 
throw open as far as possible the choice of the 
route to those who will construct the road and in- 
vest their money in the work, requiring suitable 
guarantees that it shall not operate as a monopoly 
injuriously, that will be the best place which they 
will select; because they, as a matter of course, 
will select the point where they can make their 
investment most profitable by the transportation 
of passengers and freight. That will be the point 
where injustice will not be done, and if particular 


local interests are not to be regarded, that will be i] 


the most suitable location for the route. 
Another difficulty which presents itself, is the 
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'| want of means to construct the road. Th 
|| vast differences of opinion among honorable s.” 
ators upon this subject. The honorable S, aa 
from California and myself believe that the Ln 
au 


upon the route will pay for it. Tam not Sure t} d 
our anxiety to have the road constructed dein, lat 
not 


furnish us with some factS upon the sy 
| feel very anxious to have a road constru 
the Senator from California is, perhaps 
anxious, because he is more directly intere 
; é Sted ; 
it. These are things that ought to be consid _ 
| It is before the Senate, and it isa very im pe 
| measure, and we cannot move until we a 
some means by which we can get over the dime 
culties connected with the location of the a 
| There must be something done upon that ne 
so as to avoid the difficulty which will en 
account of the differences of opinion as to the »,. 
ticular locality of the road, i 
Then, in the next place, we must look to 
means necessary for the purpose of constructins 
the road; and then it is important that we 3 
look to guarding the road against becoming 
monopoly which may be injurious in its 
| These things require mature reflection. Some pe, 
| sons believe waked better have the road construe) 
|| ed byacompany. The proposition of the honorahj. 
Senator from California is, that the different States 
shallconstruct it. I can see difficulties in that, They 
will have particular locations or points to which 
| they will wish to have the road tend, and many 
| difficulties will grow out of that. I hope, there. 
fore, that the Senate—and that was my principal 
| object in rising—will take up all these differen, 
| projects and examine them, with a view to prac. 
tical action, and that we will keep this matter be. 
| fore us from day to day, together with the sugges. 
|| tions as to amendments to, or substitutes for, the 
| bill, until we shall agree upon something whic) 
|| promises to accomplish the great object. 
| Mr. DAVIS. I would ask the Senator from 
Texas if he did not intimate his intention, a few 
|| days ago, to propose an amendment? 
Mr. RUSK. Yes, sir. 
Mr. DAVIS. I would be glad to have that 
| brought forward, so that we may see it. 
| Mr. GWIN. If the bill is postponed until to. 
morrow, to-morrow being private bill day, it wil 
| come up on Monday as the regular order, and in 
'| the mean time the various propositions can be 
1 looked into. [am not tenacious about my par- 
| ticular bill. I want to have the object accom- 
| plished. I stated that the value of the land, at 
$1 25 an acre, would be $27,700 a mile; but | think 
| that it will be worth more than that. The road 
|| will make the land more valuable. That was my 
|| statement. 
|| I hope that the proposition which I made to 
|| print two thousand extra copies of my bill will be 
| agreed to, so that we can have it as the basis of 
' our action on the subject. That is what I wish; 
/and I hope the Senator from Texas, and other 
| Senators, will bring forward propositions to amend 
it. I donot pretend that mine is the best one, |t 
| is the best in my judgment, but I may be mis 
|taken. I know the route is practicable, and I have 
| given my views on the subject, with no wish to 
| deceive the Senate. My object is to keep the 
|| measure before the Senate until it is acted upon— 
until we mature a plan, and adopt some one of 
|| the propositions which may be submitted, as | 
believe the majority of“the body are for establish- 
ing a road between the Atlantic and Pacific. | 
/now move that the further consideration of the 
'| subject be postponed until to-morrow, and that 
two thousand extra copies of the bill be printed 
|| for the use of the Senate. Led 
| Mr. RUSK. I desire, with the permission 0! 
| the Senate, to lay on the table an amendment 
| which I propose to offer, and ask that it may be 
| printed. ; 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Norais 
| in the chair.) If there be no objection, the pre- 
|| posed amendment will be ordered to be printed. 
|| There was no objection. 
| Mr. MANGUM. I desire to inquire of the 
honorable Senator from California if there have 
| been any copies of this bill printed and laid upo® 
| the tables of Senators? 
Mr. GWIN. Yes, sir. 
| Mr. MANGUM. I have not one. 
_ Mr. BELL. I would suggest that there are 
other projects before the Senate which should alto 
‘| be printed. There is the project of Mr. Whitney, 
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has been presented to the consideration of 


vee for three years past. It will be but fair 
ue® ve all these measures before us; and if they 
to have @ 


I move that they be printed. 
are RUSK. Mr. Whitney’s bill was reported 
Mr ommittee on the Post Office an Post 
Roads at the last session, and the usual number of 
ynjes was printed, though I believe they are quite 
Oe ee. and it might be well . it again. 
BELL. It is suggested that they are not 
[ move, therefore, that the usual num- 
Se that bill, and also of the bill reported from 
a C ymmittee on Territories at the last session, 
oaks srinted for the use of the Senate. I will not 
ie the printing of an extra number. 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no 
objection, it will be so ordered. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. BORLAND. I have but a word or two 
No one can approve more highly than I 

No one can rejoice more than I 

jo that it is before the Senate with a prospect of 
doing something for the accomplishment of the 
oreat work of connecting the Mississippi and the 
Pacific ocean. There is°a better prospect now 
than ever before that something will bedone. The 
subject has been before us for several years, and 
several projects have been presented to us; and | 
think itis but just to the Committee on Public 
Lands of this body to make a statement with re- 
card to them in connection with it. 
* Nearly five years ago this subject was referred 
tothem. Wartous propositions were before the 
Senate for the construction of a road, and that 
committee, on three different occasions, reported 
bills for the accomplishment of the very object 
which seems now so desired by Senators, and so 
necessary to enable them to form a correct judg- 
ment upon the question. They reported three 
several times, that instead of adopting any partic- 
ular route as proposed, our topographical engi- 


not printed, 
from the Cc 
scarce, 


Mr. 
to be had. 


to say. ; 
io this object. 


neers should be employed to explore and survey | 


the country between the Mississippi river and the 
Pacific ocean, with a view to ascertain the shortest 
and best route for the construction of a railroad. 
That matter was urged upon the Senate over and 
over again. New we see the difficulties that sur- 
round us for the want of that very work which 
might have procured for us the knowledge without 
which we are unable to act understandingly. 

We all desire the road, and no one more than I 
do. 
rectly and deeply interested in this work than 
mine, and no one will go further than | will for 
the accomplishment of it. But we shall have to 
consider the subject very carefully before we adopt 
any one route, in order that we may have more 
accurate information than we now have, since we 
certainly have not enough information now to 
enable us to select any one to the exclusion of all 
others, and we have many routes pressing upon 
our attention. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I have been requested to pre- 
sent another bill in relation to this matter, in which 
some of our citizens are interested; and I ask that 
itmay be printed, that we may consider it in con- 
nection with the other bill. 
citizens of New York, and is in the form of an 
act. I hope it may be printed with the other bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there is no 
objection, the bill will be received and printed. 

No objection was made, and the bill was ordered 
to be printed, 

_Mr.GWIN. I renew my motion to postpone 
the further consideration of the bill until to-mor- 


row, and that two thousand extra copies of it be | 


printed for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. BADGER. How can you have two thou- 
sand copies of it printed by to-morrow? 

Mr.GWIN. It will not come up to-morrow. 

Mr. BADGER. Why then do you say “ to- 
morrow,” which is private bill day ? 

Mr.BORLAND. It will make it come up on 
the Hae bill day. 

Mr. BADGER. Move, then, to postpone it 
until the first public business day. I move to 
postpone it until Monday. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from California modify his motion ? 

-Mr.GWIN. I wish to postpone the bill until 
to-morrow, with the understanding that it will not 
come up until Monday. 

Mr. BADGER. P withdraw my motion. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I desire to inquire wheth- 


The constituents of no Senator are more di- | 


It is prepared by some | 
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er, if we postpone the bill until the map is printed, 
it will not be so late a period that we will not be 
able to act upon it at this session ? 

Mr. GWIN. No, sir. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I desire to know how soon 
the map can be printed. I would like to have the 
opinion of the chairman of the Committee on 
Printing on the subject. 

Mr. BORLAND. I eannot say, for myself; 
but I learn from the Senator from California that 
arrangements can be made, and perhaps have 
been partially made, by which the map can be 
furnished early next week. 

Mr. Gwin’s motion was agreed to. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, January 13, 1853. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The SPEAKER. The first business in order 
is the consideration of the motion to recommit the 
| bill to prevent frauds upon the Treasury. 
| Mr. LANE. lIask the unanimous consent of 
| the House for leave to introduce, and have referred 
| to the Committee on Ways and Means, the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Ways and Means be 
requested to examine into the reports, accounts, and vouch 
ers relating to the expenses incurred by Simpson P. Moses, 
Esq., collector of customs at Puget’s Sound, in the Terri 
tory of Oregon, in rescuing from captivity the passengers 
and crew (American citizens) wrecked in the vicinity of 
Queen Charlotte’s Island, by which accident said crew and 
passengers fell into the hands of the savages inhabiting said 


island, with leave to report by bill for the relief of said 
Simpson P. Moses, or otherwise. 


Mr. LETCHER. I object. 

Mr. LANE. I desire only the reference of the 
resolution, and would appeal tothe gentleman from 
Virginia to withdraw his objection. 

Mr. LETCHER. I would withdraw the ob- 
jection cheerfully, were I not satisfied that if I did 
there would be a number of similar requests that 
other resolutions might be introduced, and I had 
as well make objection to the gentleman as to some 
one else. 

Mr. STANLY. Does the consideration of the 
bill for the prevention of frauds upon the Treas- 
ury take precedence of the call upon committees 
for reports ? 

The SPEAKER. 
der during the morning hour, because it is an 
unfinished report. 

Mr. DARBY. 
the House for leave to submit a memorial of a 
convention of citizens held in the city of St. Louis, 
Missouri, praying fora grant of land to aid in the 
construction of a railroad west of the Mississippi 
river, from New Orleans to the central region of 
Minnesota Territory. 

Mr. LETCHER. Iam compelled to make the 
same objection to this memorial as I did to the 
resolution of the Delegate from Oregon. 

Mr. DARBY. I would ask as a favor that the 
gentleman withdraw his objection. I have not 
troubled the House much, and. do not intend to; 
and I now only ask the reception of the memorial, 
and its reference to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman can as well 
| present it under the rules. 
| Mr. DARBY. It is amemorial to which I par- 
ticularly desire to call attention, and to give a par- 
ticular referehice; and if objection had not been 
made, my object would have been accomplished 
before this time. I trust the gentleman will with- 
draw his objection and show me this courtesy 
which other members of the House have so kindly 
extended towards me. 

{Cries of ‘* Withdraw the objection!’’] 

| Mr. LETCHER. | will withdraw my objec- 
tion to the introduction of the gentleman’s memo- 
rial as well as to the introduction of the resolution 
of the Delegate from Oregon, [Mr. Lawe,} because 
I cannot make a discrimination between the two. 

Mr. LANE. | then ask that the resolution | 
have presented, and which has been read at the 

| Clerk’s desk, may be adopted. 


Mr. STANLY. I object. The Committee on 
Ways and Means have already too much to do. 
r. LANE. Then I will move that it be re- 
\| ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 





It is the first business in or- | 


I ask the unanimous consent of | 


287 


Mr. STANLY. [ object to that also, 

Mr. DARBY. I now meve, as objection has 
been withdrawn, that the memorial, the purport of 
which I have stated, be referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

CLOSE OF DEBATE. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
a resolution was submitted, previous to the ad- 
journment last evening, for the termmation of de- 
bate in the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, on the bill to suppress the circula- 
tion of small! notes as a currency in the District 
of Columbia, in five minutes after the considera- 
tion shall again be resumed, and that the previous 
question has been demanded. The question now 
is, Shall the demand for the previous question be 


seconded ? 


The call for the previous question was seconded , 
and the main question was then ordered to be put. 
The question was taken, and the resolution was 
adopted. 
RETIRED LIST. 

Mr. GORMAN. I now renew the request I 
made yesterday morning, that the bill of the Sen- 
ate, now upon the Speaker’s table, providing for 
a retired list in the Army, be taken up and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. It is usual 
to refer all important cases to committees so soon 
as they come front the Senate, and I trust no objec- 
tion will be interposed to my motion. Unless the 
bill is now referred, it will have but little chance 
of being acted upon at this session. 

Mr. LETCHER. I object. 

Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported back as correctly enrolled the fol- 
lowing joint resolution; which thereupon received 
the signature of the Speaker : 

A joint resolution for the appointment of Regents 
in the Smithsonian Institution. 

COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS. 

Mr. WILCOX. I have risen to what I deem 
a question of privilege. 1 ask to be discharged 
from the Committee on Military Affairs, and f 
will occupy a few moments in giving the reasons 
why I make the request. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can indulge 
in discussion only by unanimous consent. 

Mr. WILCOX. I hope the House wiil indulge 
me. I was summoned by the chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs to attend the sittings 
of that committee on Tuesday and Friday of each 
week. In pursuance of that summons, | have pre- 
sented myself regularly atthe appointed time. Up 
to the present time a quorum of that committee 
has not met for the transaction of business. I feel 
unwilling that the public shall hold me responsible 
for the proper discharge of business, which it ie 
impossible for me to discharge without the co- 
operation of the members of that committee. Im- 
portant matters have been referred to that commit- 
tee by the message of the President of the United 
States, by the report of theSecretary of War, con- 
cerning the Territories of Utah, New Mexico, and 
Oregon. Many important matters have also been 
referred to that committee from the Senste; and in 
fact, the table of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs is groaning beneath the weight of business 
referred to them, and which, up to the present 
time, has not been taken into consideration by it. 
What will be the result, sir, if the committee fail 
to examine and report on the matters referred to 
them? It will amount to this, a virtual repudia- 
tion of every matter referred to them. Atthe next 
meeting of Congress a new committee will meet 
there, and looking over the journals and pro- 
ceedings of this committee, they will see matters 
referred to it, which had not been examined and 
reported upon, and they will take it for granted that 
the business referred had been repudiated by that 
committee. Hence, ! am unwilling that any op- 

robrium shall attach to me by the failure of mem- 
Saal of the committee to meet. 1b therefore most 
respectfully ask the Speaker of the House, that he 
will excuse me from serving upon that committee. 

Besides the reasons I have already stated, it 
takes two hours of my time to attend the meetings 
of that committee, which I could devote to the 
transaction of business before the Departments of 
the Government for my constituents. 


The SPEAKER. Shall the gentleman he dis- 


| eharged from further service ? 
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(Cries of ** No!” No!” * No!”} 

Mr. STANLY. «I object to it for the reason, 
that the gentleman has proved himself a diligent 
member, and I do not know whowe can put there 
that will do better. 

Mr. HAVEN. I hope that the request of my 
colleague upon the committee will not be grant- 
ed by the House, for without his aid and that of 
two or three others of the committee, we will never 
be able to get even a minority of the committee 
together. [Laughter.] 

Mr. GORMAN. It is due to the House and 
the gentleman from Mississippi that I make a 
statement. It is known that the honorable Mr. 
Bissexr, of Illinois, who is chairman of the com- 
mittee, by a very agonizing afiliction, is confined 
to his bed, and he could not be present at the meet- 
ings of the committee. He has not been able to 
be there any time during this session. However, 
a majority could be there without him. I have 
been there myself every day, with perhaps one or 
two exceptions, since this Congress commenced. 
There are some gentlemen upon that committee 
who never go there. Ll would move, if I had a 
chance, to turn them off and keep my friend stil! 
there. [Laughter.] 

Mr. FREEMAN. I would suggest to my col- 
league that it would be very wrong to drive off the 
active members of that committee from the public 
service. It strikes me it would be proper to ex- 
clude those who show an unwillingness to do any 
work. Excuse them, as it appears they have 
more important business to attend to. 

Mr. MEADE. Serve an attachment upon them. 

Mr. FREEMAN. With the aid of Colonel 
Gorman, the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Haven,] and a few other active industrious men, 
the business before that committee can be disposed 
of. I hope that my colleague will reconsider his 
motion, and that some action may be taken to or- 

anize the committee, so that all the work will be 
Ries. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I hope the 
gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Witcox] wil! 
withdraw his application. I have the honor, as 
the Speaker well knows, on account of my great 
military services, of being placed upon that com- 
mittee. [(Laughter.] 1 have for the last four 
weeks been there for some three quarters of an 
hour each morning, and I must confess have al- 
ways met the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. 
Witcox] therealone. The other gentlemen staid 
away, perhaps, because from their want of experi- 
ence they would be of little service, except in 
making a quorum. I also felt it my duty to go 
on account of the opposite reason. [Laughter.] 
1 hope that the gentleman will withdraw his re- 
quest, and that we will try once more to get them 
together. 

Mr. WILCOX. 
discharged. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I desire to ask my col- 
league, and no doubt he will answer me, in what 
war he served, because I suppose the Speaker de- 
sired to vindicate the truth of history, by appoint- 
ing him a member of the Military Committee? 

Mr. STEVENS. My colleague knows that I 
was placed on that committee on account of my 
examination of the fortifications, counter-valla- 
tions, and circum-vallations—the ¢entleman knows 
the terms—at Christiana. [Laughter.] 

Mr. FLORENCE. I am entirely satisfied. 
{ Laughter. } 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Wiz- 
cox’s motion, and it was decided in the negative. 

So Mr. Wircox was not excused. ; 


FRAUDS UPON THE TREASURY. 


Mr. KING, of New York. 
ular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The first business in order 
is the motion to recommit the bill to prevent frauds 
upon the Treasury. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The bill under 
consideration, Mr. Speaker, is reported by the 
Select Committee of this House appointed to in- 
vestigate the Gardiner claim. I do not see any 
connection which it has with the business sub- 
mitted to that committee. It seems to be be- 
fore the House anomalously. I suppose it must 
have got here by unanimous consent. The com- 


[ insist upon my request to be 


I call for the reg- 


mittee certainly had no authority from this House | 


to report it. So far as the bill, therefore, is con- 
cerned, | shall treat it as.an independent measure 





before this House, as if reported by any indi- 
vidual, and I shall not connect its merits with the 
investigation of the Gardiner claim, for I see no 
legitimate connection between it and the subject 
referred to that committee for investigation. The 
bill, | believe, is in substance the same as one in- 
troduced into the Senate by a Senator from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Bapcer.] In the remarks which 
I shall make upon its merits, I shall necessarily, 
in noticing the topics of discussion which it has 
given rise to, introduce some of the subjects which 
the gentlemen have alluded to in the progress of 
the debate. The gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Otps,} for instance, who, I believe, addressed the 
committee first upon this subject, and whose speech 
is reported for the first time in the Globe of this 
morning, seems to consider the report of this bill 
by that committee as confirming his original re- 
marks in relation to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, Mr. Corwin. I do not so consider it. Ido 
not consider that there is anything in the report of 
the committee which can justify such an inference. 
I take this occasion to state to this House that I 
think the investigation and report of that committee 
fully and completely exonerates the Secretary of 
the Treasury from that improper connection with 
the Gardiner claim which the gentleman from Ohio 
{[Mr. Ops] seemed to entertain the opinion or 
suspicion that he held. I notice the following in 
the report of the gentleman’s remarks, and I shall 
be brief upon this point: 

‘Mr. Speaker, I will not say that at the time I offered 
the resolution calling for this committee of investigation, 
that I had not a settled conviction upon my mind, that Cor- 
win must have known, or at least have strongly suspected, 
the fraudulent character of this claim. That conviction has 
not been changed, but greatly confirmed, by the evidence 
reported by the committee. But, sir, notwithstanding these 
convictions, | had no purpose of making any such charge 
in the resolution, knowing the utter impossibility of pro- 
ving a man’s thoughts or impressions. Nothing in the lan- 
guage of the resolution, or in the remarks with which I 
accompanied the resolution, can be construed into such a 
charge.” 

Now, sir, | have the remarks of the gentleman 
as made before this House, in which he says: 


‘Through the investigation of Congress, their Galphin- 
ism has been exposed ; aud Crawford, loaded with the exe- 
crations of the American people, has received his passport 
to perpetual infamy. But Corwin still remains unwhipped 
of justice. True, sir, his catspaw and accomplice in the 


fraud, is loaded with irons, and is branded by public senti-. 


ment as a perjurer and forger; but the master-moving 
spirit, the head and brains in the fraud, through the negli- 
gence of this House, is still permitted to control the Treas- 
ury of the United States.’’ 

Mr. OLDS. Thatis a quotation froma speech 
made in July upon entirely another question, in 
which I referred incidentally to the Galphinism of 
the country. It had no connection with this reso- 
lution whatever. 

Mr. STEPHENS. These were remarks made 
by the gentleman in connection with this subject. 
Is he prepared now before the House to say that 
he takes this expression back ? 

Mr. OLDS. No, sir. I say that the remarks 
I made at the time I offered this resolution, show 
that I intended to make no such call upon the 
House for investigation. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Then, if the gentleman 
does not take them back, or modify them, he 
should make them good. ‘They were remarks 
made by him in this House and to the country 
before this committee was raised, as one of the 
reasons for raising the committee, though they 
may not have been made at the time the commit- 
tee was ordered. Now, then, the gentleman ought 
either to sustain this charge before the House, or 
modify it. I must consider it as a part of the re- 
marks made by him, which induced the House 
to raise the committee. This was the gist of the 
accusation. It is not my purpose at all to discuss 
the merits of the Gardiner claim; that is, whether 
it was founded in gustice, or whether it was a 
fabricated fraud from beginning to end. That 
was not even before the investigating committee. 
Lam free to state, however, from reading the re- 
port of this investigation carefully, I concur with 
the other gentlemen, that my impression is that it 
is fraudulent. 


port is concerned, is now before the House, is his 
(Mr. Corwin’s) ‘‘improper’’ connection with the 
claim; because the very resolution offered by the 
gentleman, and passed by this House, stated 
that— 

“* Whereas a strong suspicion rests upon the public mind 
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Sut the subject referred to thatcom- | 
mittee to investigate, and which, so far as their re- 
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can Claim Commission, with one o ich j 
that Thomas Corwin, Secretary of ne = sUspecte 
improperly connected: Therefore, “*Y, has been 
“* Resolved, That a committee, consisting of fy 
bers of this House, be appointed by the Speaker nem 
gate all the facts touching the connection of the «a a Vesti 
Corwin, the present Seeretary of the Treasury, Thomas 
said Gardiner claim ; what fee, if any, he wasto; With ‘the 
his services as agent or counsel for said Gardiner. sat’ " 
terest, if any, other than his fee intere ; 


< . . st he durch 
held, either directly or indirectly, in said Gain, nee and 


amount paid, or stipulated to be paid therefor ee the 
tion of such purchase ; at what time he ceas, =» cond. 


. ased 
the counsel or agent of said Gardiner; to when act a 
what consideration he disposed of his fee intere and for 


nar me -onsiderati s ikeeentED aod St; to whom 
Praminys ye an ation he disposed of his One fourth ip 

The only question, therefore, so fs 
port of that committee is concerned 
the Secretary of the Treasury was impro 
connected with the claim of which there erly 
suspicion of fraud attached to it. That is the a 
question. Well, sir, does not this report of ry 
committee, raised at the instance of the oaks. 
man from Ohio, sufficiently show to us and to - 
country that there was no improper connec 
all on the part of the Secretary of the T; 
with the claim? The gentleman from 0 
tempts to argue not; and the whole of his Speech 
seems to be a sort of censure upon the committe: 
that was raised at his own instance; at least hen 
struck me. He seemed to be grumbling at their 
conclusion. What is that conclusion of the én. 
mittee on the real point in issue? Here jg their 
language: 

** No testimony has been adduced before the eo 
proving, or tending to prove, that the Hon. Thomas Corwiy 
had any knowledge that the claim ofthe said Gardiner was 


fraudulent, or that false testimony or forged papers had 
been or were to be procured to sustain the same,” 


The testimony before the committee shows cop. 
clusively that Mr. Corwin had no interest wha. 
ever in this claim after he became Secretary of the 
Treasury; and the committee say that there js 
no evidence showing, ‘* or tending to show,” tha 
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| even as a private citizen, in his vocation as an at. 


torney, he knew anything at all of the frand 
There is nothing then connecting Mr. Corwin im. 
properly with the claim. But, says the ventleman, 
the committee have reported this bill. Now it js 
to that point that I wish to speak briefly, because 
this bill was not reported by any authority cop- 
ferred on the committee, nor does it touch the 
case before them. I do not intend to let the gen. 
tleman escape in this way. I call the attention of 
the House to this fact, that if Mr. Corwin, as See- 
retary of the Treasury, had been improperly con- 
nected with this claim—as was intimated in the 
original charge—there would have been no neces- 
sity at all for any special bill to reach his delin- 
quency. 

Sir, the founders of our Government, in one of 


| the first acts passed by Congress after the organi- 


zation of the Government, sufficiently protected 


| the Treasury of the United States in this particu- 
| lar. If Mr. Corwin acted improperly, you need 


| the committee. 


pass no new law for others; you can now prose- 
cute him, and visit.upon him the punishment he 
deserves; you need not let him pass from defect 
of the law. I call the attention of the House to 
the’act creating the Treasury Department in 1799 
to show that there is no necessity for this bill to 
meet any futare case similar to that then before 
I read the eighth section of that 
act: 


“Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That no person ap 
pointed to any office instituted by this act shall, directly or 
indirectly, be concerned or interested in carrying on the 
business of trade or commerce, or be owner, in whole or 
part, of any sea-vessel, or purchase by himself or another 
in trust for him any public lands or other public property, 
or be concerned in the purchase or disposal of any publ 
securities of any State or of the United States, or take 0° 
apply to his own use or emolument or gain, for negotiating 
or transacting any business in the said Department other 


| than what shall be allowed by law ; and if any person shal! 


offend against any of the prohibitions of this act, he shall 
be deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor, and forfeit to we 
United States the penalty of $3,000, and shall, upon convie 
tion, be removed trom office, and forever thereafter inca 
pable of holding any office under the United States,” &c. 


Sir, if Mr. Corwin, as Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, was ‘* improperly connected” with this claim 
against the Treasury, as charged, here is a law 0! 


_ the country that has been in existence since 1789, 


under which you can proceed against him, and by 
which you can not only displace him, but disgrace 
him forever. If, therefore, the committee under- 


_ took to recommend this bill to meet Mr. Corwin’s 


that fraudulent claims have been allowed by the late Mexi- || 


case, 1 beg to inform them, and the gentleman 
from Ohio, that their work is but an act of super 
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